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EDITORIALS OF THE MONTH 








ANALYZING ARAB TESTIMONY 


T has taken the Arab leaders in Palestine two 
valuable months to perceive that the policy of 
boycotting the Royal Commission was a mistake 
which threatened to injure their own cause. The 
Grand Mufti’s insistence upon a “‘revolutionary”’ 
policy of non-cooperation failed to convince the 
membership of the Arab High Committee, which 
after long deliberations adopted Nashaschibi’s at- 
titude of presenting the Arab nationalist case in 
open court. The Grand Mufti’s chief political op- 
ponent succeeded finally in persuading the Istiklal- 
ist group to abandon for the time being their extre- 
mist position, and the ambitious head of the Mos- 
lem church was forced to yield to the joint forces 
of other political groups. However, in order not 
to injure the personal prestige of the defeated cler- 
ical leader, the Moslem brethren on the High 
Committee designated him to be the first advocate 
of the national cause to appear before the Royal 
Commission. 

The Mufti’s appearance, as well as the appear- 
ance of the other representatives of the Arab Jun- 
ta, was a grave disappointment to all those in the 
country who naively hoped that the change of atti- 
tude toward the hearings of the Royal Commission 
also implied a “‘change of heart,” a more concilia- 
tory and realistic approach to the tense situation in 
the country. The Mufti played the political man- 
iac: everything is bad under “‘British-Zionist dom- 
ination,” nothing can be improved and we want no 
improvements. He stubbornly reiterated time and 
again that the only solution of the problem accept- 
able to his people is the complete withdrawal of 
the British, the unconditional liquidation of the 
Zionist factor and the institution of an independent 
Arab national government. The Turkish regime 
of despotism and economic ruin is still fresh in the 
memory of hundreds of thousands of his Arab 
countrymen, but he did not hesitate to picture the 
Ottoman days as a lost paradise. On this occasion 
he did not undertake to dwell on the familiar myth 
of “displaced Arabs’ (whatever could have re- 
mained of that discredited myth was entirely anni- 
hilated by a number of expert Jewish testimonies, 
‘upported by figures and unchallengeable docu- 

ents), and, ignoring economics, he preferred to 

ress the political and religious aspects of the 

roblem: ‘“There are already too many Jews in the 
country,” “‘all Arab attenipts to secure fulfillment 
“€ their claims have failed owing to the pressure 
and influence of the Jews,” “Jews can do anything 
in Palestine,” and—“‘the Jews have designs on the 
Moslem Holy places.” The chairman of the 
Arab Higher Committee cannot be credited with 
the naive belief that the plan of rebuilding King 





Solomon’s Temple on the ruins of the Mosque of 
Omar he attributed to the Jews would be accepted 
by the sophisticated members of the Royal Com- 
mission as an item of genuine information. Al- 
though pleading innocence of European languages 
and culture, the Grand Mufti does not fool him- 
self as to the susceptibility of the Western mind to 
such wild allegations. Yet from his, not un- 
founded, viewpoint the ridiculous complaint that 
the Zionists intend to destroy Moslem sanctuaries 
may under certain circumstances become a “prag- 
matical” truth: a cheap fabrication for London 
and Geneva, it may be taken at its face value in 
Bagdad and Mecca, in Cairo and Calcutta. Over 
the heads of the Royal Commissioners the Lord’s 
humble servant has broadcast anew a clarion call 
to his faithful corelgionists at home and abroad, to 
prepare for the defence of Moslem temples and 
shrines, endangered by Zionism. The members of 
the fact-finding body apparently did not misunder- 
stand the Mufti’s testimony, whose aim was to in- 
timidate the Empire: either you grant our de- 
mands, or we'll appeal to the religious fanaticism 
of millions of Moslems. 

The testimonies given by other Arab representa- 
tives, Mohammedan and Christian alike, did not 
differ substantially from the Mufti’s presentation 
of the case. Auni Bey Abdul Hadi, the veteran 
leader of the Independence Party, attempted 
pathos and generated bathos, when he spoke of the 
difference between the Turkish regime and the pre- 
sent “British-Zionist domination.” Whipped into 
enthusiasm by his own eloquence, he displayed a 
poor knowledge of biological variations when he 
dramatically exclaimed: ‘‘under the Ottomans we 
lived as Moslems, now we live as animals.” As to 
the concrete situation he also avoided actual issues, 
particularly the economic ones. Conscious of the 
complete futility of referring to any economic 
causes of the recent disturbances, he frankly ex- 
plained his and his colleagues’ criterion of Pales- 
tine’s capacity as a land for Jewish immigration: 
“Not the economic capacity is the real test of the 
country’s absorptive power, but rather its political 
capacity, and no nation will allow itself to become 
a minority without the resistance of force.” A 
characteristically confused state of mind was dis- 
played by Mr. Fuad Saba, the only trained econo- 
mist among the Arab representatives. As an ex- 
pert he was apparently assigned the task of pre- 
paring the indictment on the economic basis, and 
since the myth of the ‘“‘encroachment of an alien 
race” in the field of Arab agriculture could not be 
exploited any longer, he referred mostly to the 
“disastrous effects” of Jewish industrial develop- 


















ments in Palestine. He bitterly 
complained that the protective 
tariffs were ‘‘unnecessarily ex- 
cessive’’ and constituted a burden 
upon the purchasing power of 
the Arab peasants. We fail to 
understand why this wealthy pro- 
tector of the poor Arab peasant- 
ry didn’t anticipate that Lord 
Peel or some other member of 
the Commission would ask him 
to present figures showing that 
the Arab rural consumer was 
paying more for manufactured 
goods than before the establish- 
ment of Jewish factories, as a 
result of the (apropos, very in- 
adequate) protective tariffs. 
The learned witness failed to 
produce any concrete evidence, 
was unable to defend his queer 
thesis that industrialization of 
a country leads to its impoverish- 
ment, and without substantiating 
his previous statements, took ref- 
uge in the charge that “the Arab 
industries were not being suf- 
ficiently protected” (as if there 
were special regulations to in- 
validate the protectionist system 
when Arab factories are con- 
cerned). 

In order to demonstrate the 
unity and harmony reigning in 
the Arab camp, the High Com- 
mittee exhibited a representative 
of the Palestinian Greek-Ortho- 
dox Church at one of the hear- 
ings. Bishop Najjar wisely lim- 
ited his testimony to ‘“‘science’’ 
and religion. As an anthropolo- 
gist, he knows that Jews are 
neither a race nor a nation, but 
merely a religion, and as a con- 
scientious servant of the Church 
he regarded it his duty to raise 
a voice of protest against the 
Balfour declaration, ‘which 
makes other religions alien in 
Palestine” (the bishop did not 
take the trouble to specify the 
preferential rights enjoyed by 
the Jewish religion and the exist- 
ent discriminations against other 
religions, as a result of the Bal- 
four Declaration). What must 
have especially amazed (and 
amused) the audience at the 
hearing, was the Greek-Ortho- 
dox Bishop’s “altruism”: he ex- 
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pressed no alarm at what is going to become of the 
numerous Christian holy places and sanctuaries, 
and his chief concern was King Solomon’s Temple 
site, which is now the Mosque of Omar. He 
claimed to be well versed in Jewish Theology and 
made many efforts to convince the commission that 
the Jews aim at the possession of that place, most 
sacred to Moslems, since “otherwise they will be 
unable to sacrifice, according to their law, oxen, 
sheep and doves, and to reestablish the caste of 
priests.”” Whether the Greek-Orthodox reverend 
succeeded in convincing the Royal Commissioners 
remains to be seen, but he has surely convinced his 
Arab compatriots of the Moslem persuasion that 
the Christian Arab leaders are ready to serve the 
common cause through spreading inciting rumours 
about the Jewish menace to the Mohammedan 
religion. 

In spite of serious internal dissensions and clique 
jealousies, the Arab leaders have demonstrated the 
existence of, at least a provisional, united front. 
Their testimonies were clearly designed to convey 
the impression that their spirit remains unbroken 
and their political demands are of a categorical 
nature. Whether the present Arab leaders really 
intend to maintain their uncompromising, extrem- 
ist attitude; or their “ultimatum” was merely a 
method of preparing the ground for more or less 
“successful bargaining,” is a matter of speculation. 
Some experienced English politicians-compare the 
demands made by the Mufti and his colleagues to 
the immemorial custom in the East of asking for a 
loaf in the hope of getting a slice of bread. They 
regard the official Arab testimonies as nothing 
more than a preliminary flourish which will give 
way later to less impracticable proposals, in regard 
to which it may be possible to negotiate. Predic- 
tions of that kind, coming from London, are per- 
haps not unfounded. At any rate, the future politi- 
cal line of the Arab High Committee depends to a 
large extent on the nature of the recommendations 
to be made by the Royal Commission, and on the 
Government's attitude toward these recommenda- 
tions. 


POLISH GOVERNMENT ARRAIGNED 
ESPITE the unsavory despatches from Po- 
land for months past, American Jews have 

been comforting themselves with the notion that 
the anti-Semitic excesses reported did not represent 
the attitude of the Polish government. It is no 
longer possible to take refuge in the belief. The 
list of charges formulated by the Emergency Con- 
ference on Poland called by the American Jewish 
Congress, makes all too clear the extent to which 
the Polish government itself is involved in the viol- 
ence and boycott oppressing Polish Jewry. The 
indictment drawn up by the conference is a formid- 
able one. Through it, the Polish Government 
stands arraigned of seeking the annihilation of its 
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Jewish citizens by a systematic elimination of Jews 
from the economic life of the country. It stands 
arraigned of permitting terror and outrage to be- 
come a commonplace despite the repeated asser- 
tions of government officials that they oppose phys- 
ical violence. And finally it stands arraigned of 
having declared its nearly three and a half million 
Jewish citizens a “superfluous” element which 
should be evacuated from the country. In other 
words, first the government creates an untenable 
status for a section of its population and then 
when the pressure becomes intolerable, it an- 
nounces to the world at large that obviously the 
only solution for the unhappy Jews on its ter- 
ritory is expatriation. 

The classic words on the subject were spoken by 
Miedzinski, the vice-president of the Polish Par- 
liament. ‘It is therefore very logical and benefi- 
cial for the Polish State trying to find territories 
into which to turn the migration movement, to 
think first of all of that element whose superfluity 
on our territory caused very grave economic com- 
plications as well as the political conflicts growing 
out of them. One must not look in this connection 
for any elements connected with ethics and culture 
... It is possible that we would prize the Jews 
very highly if we had only 50,000 of them.” 

Even in an age where cynical utterances by gov- 
ernment spokesmen are no rarity, the cynicism of 
this declaration is hard to match. It is not pathol- 
ogical like the mouth-foaming frenzy of Hitler 
which is beyond the pale of discussion. Miedzin- 
ski himself assures us that we must not look for 
“any elements connected with ethics and culture,” 
and ethics or culture will be the last thing we will 
search for in the proposal to ship into exile these 
millions of human beings who have lived and 
worked on Polish soil for centuries. We are not 
so sure, however, about the characterization of 
this triumphant statesmanship as ‘‘very logical 
and beneficial for the Polish State.” The logic, 
no less than the ethics, is questionable. One even 
has to wonder how “beneficial” a wholesale evacu- 
ation of Polish Jewry would be to Poland. 

Courses in logic and ethics are no doubt given in 
the very Polish universities, in which Jewish stud- 
ents are being daily attacked. Possibly even ques- 
tions as to what constitutes a benefit are debated in 
the philosophy classes. It is unlikely, however, 
that Polish statesmen will go back to school to 
clarify their comprehension of these interesting 
subjects. In any case, they must learn one thing. 
The Polish government must stop playing with the 
fancy that there can be any solution for the prob- 
lems of Polish Jewry except on Polish soil. The 
Versailles Treaty under which Poland gained its 
independence grants the Jews of Poland equality 
of rights with all other elements of the population. 
Polish Jews are not in Poland on sufferance. 
They cannot be exported, or evacuated, or expat- 
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riated. The sooner the Polish government under- 
stands this, the sooner it will take the necessary 
measure to make possible the peaceable productive 
existence of Polish Jews in the land of their birth. 


TERRITORIAL TREMENS 


T seems that those of us who ran to our encyclo- 
pedias to discover the specific charm of the 
French colonies so recently offered the Jewish pub- 
lic. may consider our geographic studies prema- 
ture. Madagascar, the third largest island in the 
world, with a beguiling area twice the size of Italy 
and a native population of less than 3% million, 
has been withdrawn from circulation. So have 
French Guiana, New Caledonia and the New Heb- 
rides. Mr. Bonteille of the French Colonial Of- 
fice has made that abundantly clear. Despite the 
hopeful hullaballoo in the Jewish world, the 
French government is not flinging open the doors 
of its colonial empire. It is only prepared to per- 
mit the settlement of Jewish refugees in France, 
said settlement to be conducted on a modest scale. 
The “modest scale” is very modest indeed. It en- 
visages the ambitious figures of ten Jewish families 
in 1937, thirty in 1938, and fifty the following 
year. Apparently the French proposal terminates 
with a handshake and polite adieus all around be- 
fore the French government has become involved 
in any embarassing misunderstandings. Madagas- 
car and company sink back to the obscure anonym- 
ity which was theirs before they made the editorial 
page of every Jewish publication of the past 
month, and the realistic Quai D’Orsay remains 
vaguely puzzled by the readiness with which the 
imagination of the Eternal people is inflamed. At 
any rate, the French government is to be thanked 
both for its good wishes and particularly for its 
promptness in dispelling any illusions as to the 
scope of the asylum offered. 

But the French colonies are not the only “territ- 
ories” which have swum into view within the past 
few weeks. Dr. Blake, a New York dentist, has 
announced that the republic of Santo Domingo is 
prepared to embark on a twenty-five year program 
in the course of which one million Jews from Ger- 
many and Roumania would be established in indus- 
try and agriculture. Rich tracts of land are avail- 
able for cultivation, and if American Jewish agen- 
cies will give adequate financial support, the great 
colonization plan can be launched. The exact cost 
for the settlement of each individual colonist has 
been set at the small sum of $1,000 per person. 
Dr. Blake’s plan recalls to mind Congressman Sir- 
ovich’s negotiations with the Cuban government 
about the settlement of 100,000 Jews from Ger- 
many. According to that plan, the German Jew- 
ish refugees would establish a net-work of indus- 
tries to open world markets for Cuba, which would 
not be a bad thing for Cuba. 
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Apparently neither Dr. Blake nor Congressman 
Sirovich have been authorized by any responsible 
Jewish body to make offers or engage in discus- 
sions regarding large-scale immigration projects. 
They scouted strictly on their own, and conse- 
quently despite their undeniably good intentions, 
too much weight cannot be attached to the pro- 
posals which they bring home before bed-time. 

No doubt this is not the end of the territorialist 
fever. There is no spot on the globe so remote, so 
desolate or so unfit for habitation as to exempt it 
from the role of possible Jewish territory. In fact 
the more impressive the list of disadvantages the 
more strongly the candidacy of the proposed re- 
fuge is urged. Obviously no one will hand the 
Jews fertile land in a temperate climate adapted to 
real mass-colonization. But if the paradise in 
question is somewhere beyond the pale of civiliza- 
tion; if it is more  malaria-ridden, uncul- 
tivated, undeveloped, if nobody wants it, perhaps 
the Jews will be admitted to display again the pion- 
eering genius which they have so superbly shown in 
Palestine. Not too many Jews of course! No 
matter how God-forsaken the spot, a large number 
of Jews would create a problem. There might be 
“political difficulties” with the native population, 
such as the French Colonial Official prudently fore- 
saw in Madagascar. Even if the native popula- 
tion consisted of a handful of cannibals, no Euro- 
pean power would expect it to digest Jews except 
in small, imperceptible quantities. 

So far none of the brave, new worlds on the 
horizon can be considered a solution for the needs 
of Polish or Getman Jews. Perhaps a group of 
energetic, adventurous spirits will emigrate to 
some of the countries mentioned. We must not be 
unmindful of the French government’s readiness to 
accommodate all of ninety Jewish families in its 
colonial empire within the next three years. Cuba 
and Santo Domingo may absorb a number, even 
though the publication of Congressman Sirovich’s 
scheme has already evoked anti-Semitic explosions 
among parts of the Cuban population. But there 
can be no question of the mass-colonization of 
Jews in any of the places suggested. It is natural 
enough for Jews to clutch at “territories,” as 
drowning men at straws, but so far no area on the 
earth’s surface, except Palestine, has been offered 
on terms which make conceivable its development 
into a national center. 

In any case, the world must stop dreaming of a 
Devil’s Island for those convicted of Semitic 
blood; it must stop devising penal colonies in acces- 
sible regions to which German or Polish or any 
other kind of Jews can be relegated. Should any 
bona fide offer of immigration opportunities ever 
be made, it should receive serious and grateful 
attention. There are only two paths to be 
pursued. Every effort must be made to in- 
crease the scope and tempo of Palestine’s re- 
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construction so as to make a Jewish homeland a 
reality. Furthermore, as far as the immediate, 
pressing need of European Jewry is concerned, its 
salvation cannot be made dependent on the ‘“‘ab- 
sorptive capacity” even of Palestine. The govern- 
ments of Europe cannot tell their Jewish popula- 
tions to jump into the sea or to ascend in smoke. 
The right of a Jew to live and work in a country 
in which his ancestors have lived for generations, 
must be recognized everywhere. Nor should the 
Jews be alone in their struggle for this elementary 
human right. They should have as champions 
every enlightened government in the world to-day. 
The incredible phrase “superfluous Jews’ is as 
stupid as it is savage. The liquidation of this 
stupidity and savagery requires the concerted wis- 
dom of every liberal force. 


HOW ANTI-SEMITISM IS OVERRATED 
HE trouble with Dr. Cyrus Adler and the 
American Jewish Committee is their half- 

truths. On celebrating thirty years of Jewish ac- 
tivity in safeguarding political and civil rights, 
Dr. Adler reports: “It is now generally acknowl- 
edged that anti-Semitism is a manifestation of the 
spirit of dictatorship which first attacks the weak- 
est—the Jews—and then proceeds to destroy all 
liberty.” As a simplification of the fascist phen- 
omenon, we agree with this, although it were 
truer to say that an attack on Jews is but one 
symptom of the disease in a social organism. 

“In our own country,” says Dr. Adler, “anti- 
Semitism is not merely an attack on American 
Jews but also an attack on all American institu- 
tions. More and more American people, Jews 
and non-Jews, have come to realize this fact and 
are uniting to combat un-American movements.” 
Quite right, but again Dr. Adler simplifies too 
rapidly. Do anti-Semites undermine American 
institutions when attacking Jews, or do they attack 
Jews because some “American institutions” leave 
something to be desired? And when folks in 
America unite to combat “un-American move- 
ments”, does Dr. Adler have any guarantee that 
implicit in this phrasing at least, there is not latent 
the very danger he fears? Perhaps the problem 
of anti-Semitism is more involved than Dr. Adler 
has had time to show. 

He is more direct, however, in acknowledging 
the existence of “pernicious” individuals and 
groups, which the Committee is quite prepared to 
overcome by “‘a long-range educational program” 
to promote “‘a healthy relation among all various 
groups that make up the American people.” 
Whether by an educational program Dr. Adler 
means anything less American than the educa- 
tional method of pamphlets, books, lectures or 
editorials, we do not know. He does show satis- 
faction when political parties write in reassurances 
into their platforms, as in the last election. While 








JEWISH FRONTIER 


this is not the occasion to be irreverent about 
party platforms, why does Dr. Adler take stock 
in the noble resolutions of majority parties and 
so hastily discount utterances by leaders of such 
a large slice of America as Coughlin and Gerald 
Smith represented ? 

Perhaps because for Dr. Adler anti-Semitism 
is all a psychological condition, so that if thirty 
million decent men incant against the bogey, a 
minority of Americans will be sure to be rid of 
the devil. What is important is that Jews should 
make less fuss; or in the words of a speaker who 
publicly gave good advice to Jewish periodicals: 
“not to overemphasize the negative side.”’ 

Unfortunately no hush-hush psychology will lay 
this ghost, for the simple reason that anti-Semitism 
is not just a cardinal sin in the laboratory of a 
Dr. faustus. The social radicalism of Coughlin- 
ites, Townsendites and Share-the-Wealthers will 
be nourished subterraneously to 1940, 1944, 1948 
—as long as some very American institutions stul- 
tify American lives. We must fight fascism. 
At the same time we must also prevent fascism, 
as a perverted but nevertheless socially radical 
movement, from having political necking-parties 
with anti-Semitism. Not Fortune, nor Dr. Ad- 
ler, not an “educational program’, not psychology, 
not even the sweetness and light of Judaism, will 
prevent the victims of social despair when it has 
sufficiently accumulated, from sharing the fate of 
victims in Poland, Germany and Austria. 

In saying all this, however, we are only agree- 
ing, and gladly, with Dr. Adler that anti-Semitism 
is overrated. But if we ourselves believed anti- 
Semitism to be some innate, alien, un-American 
enigma, subject only to educational mesmerism, 
we should certainly be much more worried than 


is Dr. Adler. 


GOOD NEWS FROM THE SOUTH 

INCOLN’S Emancipation Proclamation is 

brought to mind by the accomplishment of 
the Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union in freeing 
the exploited slaves of the south—white as well 
as Negro. Thirty-one thousand tenant farmers 
and sharecroppers from the backward areas of 
Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama and Texas were 
represented in the third convention of this union 
just concluded at Muskogee, Oklahoma. More 
than that, in the very heart of the south, this 
union is a bond of white, Negro, Indian and 
Mexican sharecroppers and tenants. This union 
of men, whose long record of peonage and starva- 
tion culminated in wages of 35c a day in 1933, 
whose members and organizers have _ been 
flogged, evicted and murdered by planters and 
their governmental agents, met with an _ in- 
creased membership. They have recorded their 
successes in recent strikes, in the conviction for 
peonage of a powerful Arkansas planter, in the 
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successful operation of a large cooperative farm 
by evicted strikers who had been refused govern- 
mental relief, and finally in the inauguration of a 
long-demanded investigation by the federal gov- 
ernment through a commission which includes a 
union member and officer. True, this miracle of 
heroism and accomplishment in the darkest areas 
of the Dark South was not accomplished without 
outside aid. But it has been labor aid. Following 
an investigation of conditions in 1934, Socialist 
Party leaders have aided the organization at every 
step. But the miracle is none the less of the 
workers’ own creation and travail. Its significance 
is not entirely revealed either in its accomplish- 
ments for its members or in its program for the 
future. It is a living demonstration that a work- 
ers’ organization can succeed as no other means 
‘in breaking down the walls of racial barriers, that 
there is unity of interest between exploited farm 
producers and those ‘n urban industry, and that 
even the rural sout.. has been infected with the 
notion that those who work ought to be able to 
live and cooperatively to own the tools of produc- 
tion. 


HADASSAH: 25 YEARS 


ADASSAH will celebrate its twenty-fifth an- 


niversary on February 25th. The event will 
mark a milestone in a program of health work 
in Palestine that has contributed in no small 
measure to the general well-being of the country. 
The pioneer medical activities of Hadassah are 
recognized by the Mandates Commission of the 
League of Nations and by medical authorities of 
America and of European countries as being re- 
sponsible to a large degree in transforming a di- 
sease-ridden sub-tropical land into a scientific habi- 
tation for pioneer workers. The development of 
the scientific aspects of the work involved not only 
modernization of medicine but modernization of 
an attitude. It meant the clearing away of medi- 
eval superstitions and taboos that barred the path 
of scientific advance. We look back upon their 
labors of a quarter of a century which resulted in 
deeply satisfying achievements for the upbuilding 
program of the Jewish National Home. In pre- 
ventive and curative medicine, in child welfare and 
health education, in Jewish National Fund work, 
and in the latest project, Youth Aliyah, the Ha- 
dassah has advanced that program. 

No less significant has been their part in Zionist 
affairs in America which resulted in mobilizing 
55,000 women as members of the Women’s Zion- 
ist Organization of America and as shekel buyers 
in the World Zionist Organization. Hadassah 
has been an effective instrument for spreading 
Zionism and for arousing friendly sentiment for 
Palestine on the part of thousands of others who 
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are a potential source of strength for the move- 
ment. But Hadassah does not rest on past laurels. 
There is now in progress on Mount Scopus the 
building of the Rothschild-Hadassah-University 
Hospital, a medical center to cost almost a million 
dollars, which will provide work for hundreds of 
persons for years. When finished it will give out- 
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standing doctors now deprived by Nazism of an 
opportunity to serve humanity, the means for con- 
tinuing their beneficient work. In America a new 
educational program will soon be launched by 
Hadassah which we hope will bring increasing 
numbers to Zionism and will serve to revitalize 
Jewish life in America. 


3,000,000 "Superfluous’ Jews 


HE calamity that has overtaken the Jews in 
Germany has served to divert attention from 
their sufferings in other countries of Central and 
Eastern Europe, but the campaign of terrorism in 
Poland to which they have been subjected has now 
assumed almost as alarming a character as the 
Nazi persecution itself. Week after week, and 
almost day after day, since September 1935, bru- 
tal attacks have been made upon the Jews in some 
part or other of Poland; many have been killed 
and still more injured. In outward char- 
acter they are reminiscent of the outrages commit- 
ted by the Nazis against the Jews for some years 
before Hitler came into power: Jews whose only 
offense consists in being Jews are assailed with 
clubs, knives, and pistols; their houses and shops 
are raided and demolished, their synagogues are 
stoned and even bombed. 

The lawlessness of which the Jews have become 
such helpless victims recalls the outburst of anti- 
Jewish hostility that marked the birth of the Po- 
lish Republic. It was because of that outbreak of 
anti-Semitic savagery which. lasted from the end of 
the war until the middle of 1919, that the Allied 
Powers insisted upon Poland signing a Minorities 
Treaty that would safeguard the lives \and rights 
of her Jewish subjects as well as those of her other 
racial or national minorities. Now that seventeen 
years have passed, it is depressing to have to re- 
cord that the Treaty has been hallowed more in the 
breach than in the observance, and to note that its 
systematic infraction has served as a prelude to the 
present epidemic of Jew-baiting. A survey of the 
wrongs that the Jews have long suffered in the 
political, economic, and intellectual spheres will 
make it possible to appreciate all the more deeply 
the culminating tragedy that has now befallen 
them. 

Their fundamental grievance consists in their 
distressing and increasing impoverishment, for 
which they hold the Government largely respon- 
sible. According to the letter of the law there is 
no discrimination against them whatsoever. But 
unfortunately the facts of the situation show that 
the wretched position of the Jew is largely due 
to enactments deliberately though not avowedly 
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aimed at them and to discrimination exercised by 
every branch of the administration. 

Wherever the Government is able to interfere 
in economic life, it exercises its influence to the 
disadvantage of the Jewish element. The Jews 
have been systematically driven out of the various 
State monopolies, such as tobacco, salt and 
matches, in which very large numbers of them 
were formerly employed. Before the war about 
95 per cent of the tobacco workers in Bialystok, 
Grodno, Vilna and Warsaw were Jews; but today 
all the factories are under Government control and 
Jews are excluded. They are discriminated 
against in regard to the grant of concessions and 
licenses, and the few Jewish concerns that have 
been fortunate enough to have dealings with the 
Government are afraid to employ Jews lest their 
Jewishness become pronounced and prove a liabil- 
ity. Those who need credit for business purposes 
are unable to obtain it, or only to an insignificant 
extent, from the two Government banks, which 
follow a much more generous policy with regard to 
the applications of non-Jewish individuals and 
cooperatives. In the industrial sphere the posi- 
tion of the Jew has been seriously handicapped by 
a law that requires master artisans, who alone are 
able to take apprentices, to pass examinations not 
only ‘in their trade but also in Polish history, lit- 
erature, and geography, and to travel to a particu- 
lar center for the purpose of the ordeal—an en- 
actment which presses heavily even upon the most 
expert Jewish craftsman of many years’ standing 
and diminishes the opportunities of the younger 
generation to engage in manual occupations. 
Training for manual vocations in technical schools 
is also rendered difficult by official restrictions. In 
the Government technical schools Jews form only 
5 per cent of the pupils, and in the municipal es- 
tablishments as few as 2 per cent. The Jews have 
therefore been obliged to establish their own tech- 
nical schools, of which they have thirty-four, but 
they receive only about 1 per cent of the grants 
given by the Government to such institutions, al- 
though the fund from which the grants are allot- 
ted is largely derived from a supplementary tax 
paid by Jews in addition to their trade licenses. 
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A similar policy of discrimination prevails in all 
the Universities, where a numerus clausus-is en- 
forced against them, although it is not officially 
admitted. The limitation is imposed most rigor- 
ously at the medical faculties, which Jewish stu- 
dents are most eager to enter in order to acquire 
a profession that may provide them with a live- 
lihood; they are less keen about entering the fac- 
ulties for arts and philosophy, where civil servants 
and teachers are trained, as they are excluded 
from all branches of Government employment, 
including the schools. In the legal profession, 
too, their path is obstructed, since a student before 
qualification must have three years’ practice in a 
clerical capacity in a law court, positions to which 
few Jews are appointed. The result is that a 
very large number of Jewish students are com- 
pelled to wander forth into other lands in search 
of higher education at more hospitable universit- 
ies. The number of such exiles is estimated at 
10,000, and they are dispersed in France, Belgium, 
Italy, Czechoslovakia and other countries. Most 
of them are students of medicine, but when they 
return home with their degrees they are obliged 
to sit for fresh examinations before being allowed 
to practice. 

Whatever explanations the Government may 
offer in extenuation of the anti-Jewish policy pur- 
sued in the aforementioned spheres of activity, it 
can hardly plead freedom from resonsibility for 
excluding Jews from its own employment. When 
Galicia belonged to Austria, Jews in the railway 
service formed 8 to 9 per cent, in the postal ser- 
vice 7 to 8 per cent, and in the State schools, as 
teachers, 4 to 5 per cent. But now, in all these 
branches, they hardly make up 1 per cent, and even 
this consists of survivors from a former time. No 
Jewish teacher can obtain a post in a Polish school, 
and Polish teachers’ seminaries have for some 
years refused to admit Jewish students. In the 
administrative departments of the Government 
there is hardly a single Jew, and no new Jewish 
officials are appointed. There are 10,000 Post 
Office savings banks in the country, which derive 
60 per cent of their deposits from Jews, but there 
is not a single Jewish official among them all. 

According to the Minorities Treaty the Jews 
are to receive ‘“‘an equitable share” of the State 
funds available for educational, religious, and 
charitable purposes. But, although they form a 
tenth of the population, the total amount which 
they receive for all purposes is only 200,000 zloty 
out of a budget of three million zloty. On the 
other hand, the position of the Jews in various 
municipalities has been weakened through the in- 
clusion of suburban areas: they cannot obtain em- 
ployment in the municipal service nor are they 
granted contracts. Their numbers in the Sejm 
have been reduced to insignificance. Once they 
had thirty-six members in the Polish Parliament, 
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but now, in consequence of its lessened size and 
the electoral reform, they are limited to five. 
Their diminished representation is a reflection of 
their political impotence, and this is even surpassed 
by their economic misery. 

Their poverty is due not only to the variety of 
causes already described, but also to other import- 
ant factors. The spread of consumers’ co-opera- 
tive societies, especially among the Ukrainians in 
Galicia, has had a ruinous effect upon thousands of 
Jewish tradespeople; and equally disastrous will be 
the consequence of the recently passed law that 
has limited the slaughtering of cattle by the Jewish 
ritual method to the actual requirements of the 
Jewish population. Previously that method was 
regularly practised for the slaying of all cattle in a 
large number of towns, and it provided a source of 
livelihood for some 40,000 Jews (slaughterers, 
butchers and assistants), but now more than half 
of them will be thrown out of employment. And 
to add to their distress and their galling provoca- 
tion, Jews engaged in any form of trade are the 
victims of recurring boycotts. 

Even ten years ago it was estimated that there 
were 1,000,000 Jews too many in Poland, owing 
to the numerous economic handicaps to which they 
are subjected. It is commonly accepted that one- 
third of the Jewish population is on the verge of 
starvation, one-third can just eke out a bare exist- 
ence, and the rest have little above the minimum 
comfort. About 150,000 families are dependent on 
loans .from the Jewish communal loan funds 
(largely created by means of relief funds supplied 
by Jewish philanthropic bodies of America. and 
Great Britain), but although the amounts granted 
to each individual do not average more than a few 
shillings they are nevertheless applied for by one- 
half of the Jews in Warsaw, Lodz, and Bialystok, 
by over two-thirds in Vilna, and by similar large 
proportions in hundreds of other centers. Unfor- 
tunately the Jews do not receive any benefit from 
the Government fund for the unemployed, as the 
law does not provide for the relief of small artis- 
ans and trades. But helpful as the loan funds are, 
their resources are utterly inadequate to the tre- 
mendous needs. The result is that beggary is ram- 
pant throughout the country, suicide has spread 
among all classes, and many of the younger gener- 
ation are driven by despair rather than conviction 
to the allurements of Communism. Before the 
war and in the first few years after the Peace, 
emigration provided an outlet for the natural in- 
crease, which amounted to 50,000 a year. But 
now, owing to the anti-immigration restrictions of 
most countries, only about one-half of that number 
are able to leave each year in quest of a new home, 
and the great majority seek it in Palestine. 

It is against this sombre background of cumula- 
tive misery and despair that there is now raging a 
violent campaign of the most brutal Jew-baiting. 
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The present outbreak has been almost continuous 
since September 1935, but there were several out- 
rages also during the early part of 1935. It is 
generally acknowledged that those mainly respon- 
sible are the members of the two political parties, 
the Endeks (National Democrats) and the Naras 
(National Radicals), who constantly boast of 
their determination to drive the Jews out of Po- 
land. That they have been incited by the example 
of Nazi Germany is unashamedly admitted. 
““Germany’s success,” wrote the Gazeta Warzaw- 
ska (April 19th, 1935), “teaches us in Poland to 
adopt the same policy, which will force the Jews to 
organize their own mass emigration. We can do 
that only by making the Jews realize once and for 
all that there will be no stopping until not a single 
Jew is left in Poland.” And in pursuance of this 
barbarous policy the same crude and savage meth- 
ods have been adopted that were applied by Hitler 
and his henchmen for some years and enabled 
them to rise to power. The Endeks and the Naras 
are likewise striking at the Jews in order to dis- 
credit the Government and to replace it. The 
campaign is fomented not only by the anti-Semitic 
newspapers previously in existence, but also by a 
large number of new journals started with foreign 
money. 

As long as Marshal Pilsudski was alive any vio- 
lent manifestation of anti-Semitism was promptly 
and vigorously suppressed, for he understood full 
well that such exhibitions of barbarism, besides be- 
ing reprehensible in themselves, did serious dam- 
age to Poland’s prestige abroad. But since the 
death of the dictator, the enemies of the Govern- 
ment have displayed increasing audacity and a 
ruthless determination to make life for the Jews in 
Poland impossible. To enumerate all the acts of 
violence that they have committed in recent months 
would entail a long and appalling record of savag- 
ery, which has broken out in nearly all parts of the 
Republic and is directed indiscriminately against 
all Jews, irrespective of age or sex. Knives and 
pistols, stones and clubs, iron bars and bombs, are 
the weapons that are commonly used in these at- 
tacks, which are aimed not only against Jewish 
lives and property, but also against synagogues 
and even cemeteries—exactly after the Nazi 
model. A selection of some typical incidents dur- 
ing the past months, in chronological order, should 
suffice to illustrate the general character of this 
campaign of terrorism. 

In Vilna a bomb was exploded beneath a syna- 
gogue. At Radomsk a Jew was stabbed to death. 
In Grodno there were repeated assaults upon Jews 
in the streets, from which three died. At Sokoly, 
near Bialystok, a Jewish funeral party was stoned. 
At Chorzow (Polish Upper Silesia), eleven Jews 
were seriously injured by hydrochloric acid thrown 
upon them in a theatre. At Czenstochowa, Jews 
were brutally beaten, and the windows of Jewish 
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houses and shops were smashed. At Widzew, 
near Lodz, uniformed anti-Semites attacked Jew- 
ish shops and poured carbolic acid upon foodstuffs. 
At Rybnik Jewish shops were defaced with abusive 
inscriptions. At Pogon, near Sosnowice, a bomb 
was exploded. near a synagogue, and a Jewish boy 
was killed. In Posen and Torun Jews were for- 
cibly ejected from cafes. At Wongrowiec riots 
culminated in the burning down of the house of the 
president of the Jewish community. At Dabrowa, 
near Sosnowice, the synagogue was broken into by 
miscreants who desecrated the Ark of the Law, 
tore up the sacred scrolls, and carried off the silver 
ornaments. At Opoczno, Odrzywole, and Przysu- 
cha, near Kielce, anti-Jewish riots raged for two 
days, entailing police intervention, and resulting in 
the injury of forty Jews by looting peasants, nine 
of whom were shot dead by the police. In Posen 
the Association of Restaurant Proprietors were 
compelled to sign an agreement with the Endek 
students to buy only from “Aryans” in order to en- 
sure that the students would not smash their win- 
dows. Bombs were thrown into Jewish cafes in 
Kielce, into the courtyard and synagogue in Katto- 
witz and into a synagogue at Sosnowice, into Jew- 
ish houses at Lipiny and Hrubaczow, and into 
Jewish shops at Yusefow and Vilna. In Bialystok 
a young Jew was beaten by Endeks and had both 
his hands broken; in Lodz a Jew was burnt with 
acid, and in Kozienice two Jewish pedlars were 
murdered. 

This is but a very, brief and typical selection of 
the outrages of fifteen months. Probably the 
worst case of vandalism was the pogrom on March 
9th at Przytik (Radom district), where a care- 
fully planned assault was made upon the small 
Jewish community: four Jews were killed or died 
of injuries and over fifty were seriously injured, 
and twenty-two persons were arrested, including 
five Jews accused of illegally organizing their self- 
defence! At the trial of forty-three Poles, which 
took place in June, eighteen, including those ac- 
cused of murder, were acquitted, while the rest re- 
ceived sentenecs of imprisonment ranging from six 
to twelve months; on the other hand, of the Jews 
who were guilty of nothing worse than self- 
defence, three were sentenced to terms of penal 
servitude ranging from five to eight years and 
eight to imprisonment from six to ten months. At 
the appeal heard in November four Poles charged ° 
with murder received merely eighteen months’ im- 
prisonment, while several of the previous milder 
sentences, especially upon Jews, were increased. 

Throughout this period of terror the Polish 
students at the Universities have distinguished 
themselves by their savage attacks upon their Jew- 
ish fellow-students, whom they wish to drive away 
from the seats of learning. At Posen over twenty 
Jewish students have been injured. At the Uni- 
versity in Lemberg one-tenth of the 2,200 Jewish 
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students had been assaulted between October 1935 
and February 1936, and of the 380 Jews at the 
Polytechnic over sixty had been seriously injured. 
At the University of Cracow there have been simi- 
lar rowdy scenes, and at the University and the 
Polytechnic in Warsaw, and at the Vilna Univer- 
sity, the scandal has been so disgraceful as to 
necessitate the temporary closing of these 
institutions. 

The Polish Nazis, after poisoning the popula- 
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tion of Western and Central Poland, have spread 
their agitation to Volhynia, Polesia, and other loc- 
alities in Eastern Poland, inciting the Bielaruss 
peasants, and offering prizes of anti-Semitic calen- 
dars and books for every ten members who join 
their movement. Hundreds of the perpetrators of 
the outrages have been arrested and tried, but un- 
fortunately they form but a fraction of the large 
number who are guilty, and the sentences imposed 
are not drastic enough to have a deterrent effect. 


Americans in Palestine 


RDINARILY the United States Consulate in 


Jerusalem seems placid enough; it has a 
pleasant lawn and strong, stone walls and the col- 
orful American flag flying on Sundays and Amer- 
ican holidays—to the delight of the tourist’s heart. 
During periods of stress in Palestine, however— 
1921, 1929, 1936—the American Consulate is 
suddenly and clamorously urged to safeguard the 
life and property of many more American citizens 
than it is usually conscious of. Vice-consuls scurry 
about the country in the face of all sorts of dan- 
gers, and statistics on investments, holdings and 
population begin to appear in the press. There 
are, it would seem, about 10,000 American Jews in 
Palestine, a larger number than most of us 
would have expected. And the ten thousand vary 
so greatly that there is probably no one person ac- 
quainted with all the various types and classifica- 
tions. They run all the way from the red-lipped 
and crimson-nailed woman I overheard speaking 
Bronx American on Jonah the Prophet Street in 
Tel Aviv to the two young girls with American 
graduate degrees and teaching experience who 
have joined a German-Polish kibbutz near Haifa 
and turned out (as one of the members of the kib- 
butz publicly testified) to be the unifying Hebraic 
and communal-minded factor in the entire group. 

Though there are a few hundred ardent young 
Americans in various kibbutzim ‘and kvutzot, I am 
very much afraid that the crimson-nailed woman is 
nearer than they to the general run of Americans 
in Palestine. The exigencies and ideals of Pales- 
tinian life have forced most immigrants to alter 
their way of living radically—to become farmers 
or manual workers, to speak and read Hebrew, to 
adopt that anomolous thing, Palestinian citizen- 
ship. Not so with Americans: they hold on to 
their past for many reasons. Whereas the major- 
ity of other immigrants are young—somewhere be- 
tween eighteen and thirty—the majority of Amer- 
icans are middle-aged business people with families 
and some capital (even if very little by American 
standards), retired widows and widowers, old par- 
ents whom their children have established comfort- 
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ably in Tel Aviv, Haifa or Jerusalem apartments. 
Obviously, such Americans—with the important 
exceptions we have already indicated and shall in- 
dicate later—are not proletarianized in Palestine, 
and many thousands of them continue to lead an 
almost American existence in apartment houses 
which, as often as possible, have running hot water 
and a pretense at central heating and built-in clos- 
ets. They possess those greatest of Palestinian 
luxuries, electric refrigerators and radios, and 
send their children to private rather than public 
schools. On Thanksgiving Day you may see the 
American flag float out of more than one apart- 
ment window and canned cranberries carefully 
served on many a table. There are even spiritual 
and cultural imports: American Jews have brought 
to Tel:Aviv—name and all—something that grew 
up on the sidewalks of the East Side and Brooklyn, 
the punctiliously orthodox Young Israel society. 

As for language, they learn Hebrew more slow- 
ly than almost any other group, for English is, 
after all, one of the official languages of the coun- 
try and can always be used in government and 
business offices. Moreover, while bitter opposi- 
tion kills all attempts to publish German or Yid- 
dish dailies, Americans, unable to read Hebrew 
fluently or at all, have access to a daily newspaper 
in their own language, the Palestine Post, intend- 
ed, its able American-Jewish editor insists, for the 
benefit of the thousands of British soldiers and of- 
ficials in the country and not for Jews who ought 
to learn to read the Hebrew press. Oddly 
enough, the fact that English is the Government 
language often makes those very persons who 
spoke Hebrew or Yiddish at home in America, 
proudly flaunt their usually questionable English 
and feel somehow superior to their ignorant 
fellow-Palestinians. 

Differences in living standards and language are 
perhaps less important than the differences in the 
matter of citizenship. Only a very few, highly en- 
thusiastic individuals have voluntarily given up 
American citizenship to become Palestinian sub- 
jects; the bulk of American Jews in Palestine re- 
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new their passports with loving care, even if, as 
naturalized citizens, they must return to the 
United States every few years. They may be ar- 
dent and self-sacrificing Zionists but most of them, 
having a fatherland so different from Roumania, 
Poland, Yemen or Nazi Germany, cherish their 
old as well as their new ties. Besides, it is conven- 
ient to be an American and to have America in the 
background as a possible refuge. I can remember 
a typical snatch of conversation in front of a Tel 
Aviv apartment-house at the time when the Ethi- 
opian situation was becoming particularly threaten- 
ing. “Oh yes, Mr. Levine used to own this house. 
He came here from America in 1930 after his 
business failed there. But now the newspapers 
talk about war in the Mediterranean and condi- 
tions are better in America, so he sold the house at 
a £5,000 profit and went back.”’ 

Perhaps Mr. Levine represents a minority—but 
this business of being able to have one foot in Pal- 
estine and one outside of it is a general matter and 
one that, along with the other circumstances, nat- 
urally irritates the rest of the population. A fur- 
ther cause for irritation and for the failure of so 
many American Jews to understand and sympa- 
thize with the prevalent mood and philosophy of 
Jewish Palestine, is the fact that they belong by 
past associations and present occupations to the 
middle class. That is, they are members of the 
petty middle class, who are real-estate operators, 
agents for American firms, owners of shops, 
orange groves, small factories, pensions, or little 
banks, importers of last-season’s American models 
in clothing or household equipment, and in all of 
these capacities, they run up against the all-power- 
ful Histadrut, which imposes labor condi- 
tions naturally more galling to small entre- 
preneurs than to large ones. Incidentally one 
must not forget the erstwhile American house- 
wife’s troubles with the unionized and critical 
domestic “assistants” who are none too easy to 
deal with. One ofthe most curious aspects of the 
situation is the fact that many of the most vocifer- 
ous American opponents of the Histadrut voted 
nothing but the Socialist ticket in America :—being 
suddenly transported to the highest economic stra- 
tum (for lack of any other, to be sure) is evidently 
a severe test for purely theoretical radicalism and 
results in no inconsiderable degree of snobbishness. 
English and South African Jews are similarily af- 
fected, and I have even seen a former rising young 
star in the Fabian Society turn real-estate man and 
bitterly anti-Labor in Palestine. 

No generalizations about the group of American 
Jews living in Palestine can be correct unless they 
are supplemented by a description of the various 
groups within the group. American interest in the 
industrial development of the country has long 
been notable and is given practical expression by 
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those American economic experts who conduct the 
affairs of the Palestine Economic Corporation and 
the American Economic Committee for Palestine. 
There are several larger factories founded by 
American Jews, at first certainly with little pros- 
pect of profits: the Artificial Tooth Factory is one 
such that does more than make both ends meet and 
exports to many Asiatic and European countries; 
the Meshi silk factory, as admirably equipped as 
its owner’s Patterson, New Jersey plants, still has 
many tariff and merchandizing difficulties to meet 
but is producing silk that local dress manufactur- 
ers prophecy may be able to compete with the 
Japanese. Dress-manufacturing, incidentally, is a 
distinctly American-Jewish contribution to a coun- 
try where the seamstress’ rule is just beginning to 
be shaken, and there was a good deal of difficult 
pioneering involved when about ten years ago a 
more than middle-aged New York manufacturer 
wound up his successful affairs to start a new and 
not too appreciated industry in Tel Aviv. 

American business-men with American methods 
and connections, naturally want American-trained 
secretaries who can write literate English and not 
the stylistic atrocities of the average Palestinian 
secretary who inevitably claims ‘perfect know- 
ledge” of at least four or five languages. Efficient 
girl secretaries from any number of American 
cities form a distinct class in Palestine, for many a 
young tourist has seen the opportunity to come and 
work for a year or two—and the news spreads to 
others. The Imperial Chemicals Industries and 
the Iraq Petroleum Company alone have harbored 
many American girls, a goodly percentage of 
whom marry Palestinians—of many origins, to be 
sure—and stay in the country. Some of them 
come in the first place, because they married Pales- 
tinians studying in America; their adjustment to 
their new home varies, and there are even a few 
who are distinctly unhappy. However, whether 
or not they become really Palestinian, their hus- 
bands remain permanently part-American and 
share the American group’s- enthusiasm for the 
New York Times, English speaking films (for 
which most of the Palestinian public has little res- 
pect), and American election campaigns. 

Many factors are responsible for the com- 
ing of these industrialists, shop-keepers, in- 
vestors and secretaries. Zionist feeling was in 
many cases the sole or the chief reason, but the 
economic depression or, in the case of the younger 
people, the desire for adventure and change, as 
well as the existence of jobs in Palestine must very 
often have turned into reality what might other- 
wise have long remained a vague plan and aspira- 
tion. There are certain groups, however, whose 
entire cultural life was always so thoroughly Heb- 
raic and Palestinian that their settling in Palestine 
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is the logical outcome of years of psychological 
preparation. Consider teachers and Hebrew 
poets, for example. 

America has a small group of what are called 
scientifically trained Jewish educators, and their 
eficiency in administration and classroom manage- 
ment has already made a contribution to the for- 
mal and external aspects of Palestinian education. 
Back in 1920 when Miss Szold organized the 
Zionist Department of Education, she brought 
American experts with her, and up to two or three 
years ago the head of the Department of Educa- 
tion was an American who battled valiantly with 
budgetary difficulties, Governmental interference, 
and unsympathetic teachers suspicious of the Eng- 
lish accent in his Hebrew and the substitution of 
Teachers’ College for Talmud in his education. 
The American influence on Palestinian education, 
rather ungraciously welcomed though it is, is fur- 
ther strengthened by the fact that American Heb- 
rew teachers have subsidized a chair in Education 
—filled by an American—at the Hebrew Univer- 
sity. Furthermore, a number of former teachers 
in American Hebrew high schools and a number of 
Palestinians who did graduate-study in education 
in America are, as it were, conspiring together to 
make Palestinian teachers more conscious of the 
values of discipline and regularity. An American 
and an American-trained Palestinian have even 
founded a Junior-Senior High School with elective 
subjects, vocational guidance, some progressive 
methods and other American innovations which 
astonish and irritate the old-guard of believers in 
the Russian-German type of gymnasium. 

As for the poets, they are members of a group 
of hardly more than a dozen individuals who have 
always had a disproportionately large influence on 
American-Jewish cultural life; with the exception 
of one or two who were born in America the rest, 
born and educated abroad, came here in their late 
teens or early twenties, still young enough to re- 
ceive a thorough Western education. One by one, 
they have been going to Palestine—a phenomenon 
which caused a distinguished Palestinian poet to 
remark with some justice that the only immigra- 
tion restriction he favored would be the refusal to 
admit any poet unless he brought at least a thou- 
sand readers with him. However that may be, the 
American poets, who generally held fairly good 
positions in Hebrew education here, are occupied 
with many tasks besides the writing of poetry; 
most of them become teachers of English and (in 
what spare moments are left after correcting 
themes) translators of novels and plays—by D. 
H. Lawrence and W. H. Hudson, Shakespeare 
and Galsworthy and even of such works as ‘‘Love 
on the Dole.” One of the poets, a writer of deli- 
cate and thoughtful lyrics, has departed from the 
general pattern and entered upon a way of life 
which, if he is able to cope with the many difficul- 
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ties it presents, may prove very fruitful from the 
literary point of view: he and his family are culti- 
vating their own small orange grove and farm in 
one of the less centrally located villages. 

The lyricist’s transition to a new, genuinely Pal- 
estinian type of living makes him representative of 
that considerable minority of American Jews in 
Palestine who have become an integral—and often 
significant—part of the Palestinian community at 
its hardworking best. There are the young Amer- 
icans who fit successfully into the life of kvutzot 
and kibbutzim—as for instance at Naana, Kinner- 
et, Mishmar ha-Emek, or the American Shomer 
ha-Zair group at Hedera. There are the boys 
who drove the family-car at home and, by invest- 
ing a few hundred pounds, now become members 
of bus cooperatives. By imperceptible degrees they 
begin to conform to the usual type of Palestinian 
chauffeur,—those tanned, vigorous, polygot, high- 
ly skilful, intelligent and self-possessed young men 
whose cooperatives are unusually well-managed 
and prosperous and who made history quietly dur- 
ing the riots. There are, too, the hundreds of 
middle-aged Americans who banded together in 
the United States, who had land bought and culti- 
vated for them cooperatively, and who settle in 
their homes when their orange groves and fields 
are beginning to be productive. Their adjustment 
to agricultural work and new social and climatic 
conditions is difficult enough, but they are much 
more fortunate than the usual Palestinian settler 
in being able to finance the first difficult stages 
without running hopelessly into debt and wearing 
themselves out working on their own farms and as 
hired laborers, simultaneously. The cooperative 
basis of their settlement is typically Palestinian, 
but they are not merely remaking their lives ac- 
cording to Palestinian models. On the contrary, 
they, more than any other American group, are ac- 
tually bringing some of the best in the American 
tradition to Palestine. 

The outstanding examples of this process are of 
course Herzliah and Raananah, the Achuzah set- 
tlement in the Sharon. Based on private owner- 
ship and hired labor, they yet come much closer to 
political and economic democracy than any other 
Palestinian village or town, with the natural excep- 
tion of the kvutzsot and moshavim. Raananah, the 
more homogeneous of the two, is popularly refer- 
red to as Palestine’s model colony, and an example 
of what may be accomplished even without a capit- 
alistic framework. Most of the Americans at the 
head of the Raananah local council were formerly 
teachers in Hebrew or Yiddish schools (their let- 
ters to the press sound impressive even when deal- 
ing with roads or sanitation or other prosaic de- 
tails), but they seem practical enough for all that, 
and sufficiently strong-willed to carry out their 
principles. One of the most important of these, 
the employment of only Jewish labor, is very un- 
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usual for a colony specializing in citrus growing, 
and goes hand in hand with a good relationship 
with the nearby Arabs. 

Raananah is consciously trying to build a Jewish 
working society in Palestine and that consciousness 
pervades all phases of its communal life. For in- 
stance, it grants the right to vote to every man and 
woman above the age of twenty-one, whereas there 
is a fairly high property qualification (in the form 
of amount of taxes paid for the residence occu- 
pied) everywhere except in the Labor settlements, 
of course. The local school is free to every child. 
In this respect the colony is parallelled only by Tel 
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Aviv where it has been the practice for 
the last two years. Again, every Ra- 
ananah settler, whether employer or employee, is 
enrolled in the Workers’ Sick Fund of the Labor 
Federation, so that socialized medicine is the rule 
in the colony. Many other details of Raananah 
life have real- significance for Palestine, but 
the influence of American universal suffrage 
and free public education and what the Raananah 
leaders themselves call the democratic spirit, is 
particularly important as evidence of perhaps the 
best American contribution to the growth of Pales- 
tinian life.. 


Beyond Statistics 


AN APPRAISAL OF THE CURRENT STRIKE TIDE 


1. PERHAPS BIGGER, BUT NOT BETTER STRIKES 


N IMPRESSION prevails in large sections 

of the public that there have been lately more 
strikes in progress in the United States than had 
ever been the case in the past. Furthermore, 
many subscribe to the interpretation that upon 
the pro-labor tendencies of the New Deal largely 
rests the responsibility for the rising strike-tide. 

Characteristic of this view is an editorial state- 

ment which appears in a recent issue of a radical 
monthly. There we read an observation to the 
effect that: 

". .. the United States has been beset with a series 


of intense, violent, and prolonged strikes. Their 
number has been practically countless... .” 


While in this particular case the editor is not com- 
plaining but, in fact, is rather glad of the develop- 
ment, because of the alleged revolutionary implica- 
tions he sees in it, agonizing laments are coming 
from the conservative side. The matter of ‘“‘vio- 
lence, the intensity and the countless number of 
strikes” has, for instance, been causing much 
anxiety to the college-bred labor-baiter and econ- 
omist, Mr. George Sokolsky, a staunch supporter 
of the Hoover-Republican traditions of pure and 
simple Americanism. The same line of lament 
can be picked up in any of the columns that Mr. 
Sokolsky’s intellectual pal, Mr. David Lawrence 
writes. In its basic philosophic purity the view is 
found in Mr. Walter Lippman’s Today and To- 
morrow sallies on current facts. There is this 
much in common in all this strike enthusiasm or 
despair, as may be the case: it is not warranted 
in point of fact, whether as to “countless numbers” 
or “violence and intensity”. Indeed, we have had, 
in the years past, more and bigger strikes, though 
not necessarily better ones, and the country went 
neither red nor Sokolsky. 


Size or bigness is not of course the only, and days, but perhaps the strikes of old weren't big- 
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not necessarily the major consideration, in an eval- 
uation of the political and the social significance 
of a strike tide. But since the “countless num- 
ber” of the present strike wave is being stressed 
on many sides, it is well that the matter of figures 
and indexes be looked into closely. 

It appears from a careful study of the facts 
that the years from 1933 to 1936, on the record, 
were years of only mild labor disturbances when 
checked against the years from 1916 to 1922. 
The figures in Table No. 1 on this page, computed 
from strike statistics of the United States De- 
partment of Labor, show that the index of strikes 
for the year 1933-36 averaged not quite 50 per 
cent of the average index for the five years from 
1916 to 1920. 





TABLE I. 

Year Number of Index Number of Index 

Strikes (1916= Workers (1916=—= 

100) Involved 100) 

1916 3,789 100 1,599,917 100 
1917 4,450 117 1,227,254 77 

1918 3,353 88 1,239,989 19.2 
1919 3,630 96 4,160,348 260 
1920 3,411 90 ° 1,463,054 91 
1921 2,385 63 1,099,247 69 
1922. 1,112 29 1,612,562 101 
1923 1,553 41 756,584 47 
1924 1,249 33 654,641 41 
1925 ‘1,301 34 428,416 27 
1926 1,035 27 529,992 21 
1927 . 734 19 349,434 22 
1928 629 17 357,145 ze 
1929 903 24 230,463 14 
1930 653 17 158,114 10 
1931 894 25 279,299 17 
1932 808 21 242,826 15 
1933 1,562 41 812,137 51 
1934 1,856 49 1,466,695 92 
1935 2,014 53 A531 7,223 70 
1936 2,165 57 1,332,757 83 


There were more strikes and strikers in former 
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ger? The available figures, while they point to 
the movements of the recent years as proceeding 
upon a somewhat larger scale than before, still 
leave the past decidedly in the lead. A total of 
9,690,562 workers were engaged in the strike 
movements of the five years from 1916 to 1920, 
as against 4,728,802 in the four years from 1933 
to 1936 or an average of less than 1,200,000 
workers per year in the latter period as compared 
to the average of 1,900,000 in the former. 

The year 1919 was entirely exceptional for the 
enormous number of 4,160,348 strike participants. 
With the number of participants for the year 
1916, taken as the basis (index—100), the index 
for 1919 was—260. Should we disregard 
1919, the figures for 1934 and 1936 will approach 
those of 1916: 92% and 83% respectively. 

But even thus bolstered, the percentages in- 
dicating relative increases in the size of recent 
strike movements are not immune to challenge of 
figures from another end. Indeed, the composi- 
tion of our national labor force has changed sub- 
stantially in the last two decades. Dr. Alba M. 
Edwards, occupational statsitician of the Federal 
Bureau of the Census, brought out the fact, in a 
recent paper, that in the twenty years from 1910 
to 1930, the total number of clerks and kindred 
workers, of skilled, semi-skilled and unskilled 
workers (excepting farm laborers and those in 
domestic service) has increased from a total of 
19,184,806 to 28,486,922, or over 148%. Mr. 
Edwards’ figures are for 1910-1930 but they can 
be taken as proportionately representative of the 
trends in the twenty years from 1916 to 1936. 
The categories of workers considered by Dr. 
Edwards are the organizable workers from whose 
ranks come the nation’s strikers and those who 
are locked out by employers in anticipation of 
strikes. In the light of this increase of our work- 
ing and occasionally striking population, the strike 
figures for 1933-1936 receive a further setback in 
point of relative size. 

The figures of the Department of Labor with 
regard to the idle man-days, caused by strikes and 
lockout, are available only beginning with 1927. 
These figures show the totals of all working days 
lost by all workers directly involved in strikes, to 
be as follows: TABLE IL 


Year Total Man-Days Index (1929==100) 
Lost During Strikes 
and Lockouts 
1927 37,799,394 378.9 
1928 31,556,949 316.3 
1929 9,975,213 100.0 
1930 2,730,368 27.4 
1931 6,386,183 64.0 
1932 6,462,973 64.8 
1933 14,818,846 148.5 
1934 19,308,650 193.6 
1935 15,456,337 154.9 
1936 (estimated) 11,637,403 116.6 
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While the relative index shows sizeable increase 
in man-days lost for 1933 to 1936, as compared 
with the worst and strikeless years of the depres- 
sion, 1930 to 1932, they represent on the average, 
per year, but 58 per cent of lost man-days in 
comparison with the yearly average for the pre- 
ceding years of 1927 to 1929. From 1927 to 
1929, during the Coolidge-Hoover era of pros- 
eprity, there were close to 80 million idle man-days 
lost. From 1934 to 1936 there were only 46.4 
man-days lost because of strikes. Thus, the New 
Deal ‘“‘strike wave” caused only 57.5 per cent as 
much idleness as did strikes and lockouts during 
the three golden years of prosperity. 


Thus, in 1927, 1928, and 1929, two thousand, two 
hundred, and sixty-six (2,266) strikes, resulted in 
79,331,556 man days lost; in 1933, 1934, 1935, and 
1936, 6,035 strikes, or almost three times the earlier 
number, resulted in only 46,402,390 man-days lost. 
If anything, this would tend to prove that if 

the upswing of the strike curve is due to the labor 
and strike friendliness of the New Deal, the latter 
has also proved to be a capable strike liquidator. 


But it is an old and thoroughly reliable maxim 
of strike theory that every turn from depression 
to recovery is accompanied by many strikes. Basic- 
ally, the strike is the means to which labor resorts 
in order to adjust discrepancies created either by 
violent price movement or by contractions in the 
whole economic system caused by depressions. In 
periods of depressions, before the contraction runs 
its course, workers do not willingly engage in 
strikes to adjust such discrepancies as may have 
occurred. In years of comparative stability the 
prevailing type of strike is that through which 
workers seek to achieve union recognition. This 
type of strike is usually more prolonged than 
strikes for wage increases and this explains in part 
why the man-day losses caused by strikes in 1929 
were so much heavier than in the extremely mobile 
situations of 1934-1936. We find that in 1927- 
1929 only two unions, the old and well established 
organizations of the ladies garment workers and 
the coal miners furnished over 640,000 partici- 
pants out of a total of 937,042 workers, or two- 
thirds of the number involved in 2,266 strikes. 


While it is not easy to determine the precise 
influence that a more or a less friendly govern- 
mental attitude toward labor will have either on 
the number or on the duration of strike move- 
ments, there is no doubt that governmental inter- 
vention can be of positive help. In the younger 
days of the New Deal, while the NRA was still 
on the upgrade, many strikes were quickly brought 
to a satisfactory close and a good many were 
averted by timely intervention of governmental 
agencies at least in part, on the side of the work- 
ers. Of the 812,137 workers affected in 1,562 
strikes in 1933, almost fully 600,000 are found in 
strikes of men’s clothing, ladies garments, textile, 
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and coal industries. There the influence of the 
NRA was felt most strongly. 

To sum up, the strike wave of 1933-1936 is 
characterized by: - 

1. A much smaller number of strikes than 
in the period of 1916-1921; 

2. Comparatively large numbers of partici- 
pants, on the average, greater than the above 
period, only if we do not consider the exceptional 
year of 1919; 

3. A comparatively low total of idle man-days, 
only 57.5 per cent of the time lost in strikes in 
the stable years 1927 to 1929. 

And it may be added, from whatever is known 
about this period, that the strikes of the several 
years here examined have been as free of violence 
as any similarly long and active strike period in 
the past. Except for what employers’ agents and 
local governments did to break the law, the fac- 
tual record is clear of violence, although the work- 
ers’ movements have tackled, in recent years, a 
greater part than ever before of such union-un- 
touchables as steel, automobile, rubber, radio, and 
other industries. Management in these industries 
has always held the law in their hands and provo- 
cation of workers to resort to violence has been 
not the exception but the rule. Labor has fought 
yielding to provocation in the choice of weapons 
of defense and aggression. 


2. NEW USES FOR AN OLD INSTRUMENTALITY 
U WOULD BE profitless to engage in specula- 


tion as to what might have been the course 
of industrial and business recovery had we con- 
tinued to have, in the federal government in 1933 
and after, an administration of the Hoover or 
Harding type, one wholly antagonistic to labor 
or, in an unfriendly way indifferent to it, instead 
of the labor-sympathetic Roosevelt regime. It 
may be taken for granted that if and when actual 
recovery went under way, there would be labor 
strikes in progress, in an effort to recover lost 
ground, in terms of wages, hours, and status. But 
we have had, in fact, not just in theory, the polit- 
ical dispensation in Washington and elsewhere 
known as the New Deal, with its concomitant la- 
bor policy: friendly but not always actively so, 
more generous in outlook than in operation, vaggie 
in its formulations, zigzagging and sometimes 
moving in circles on the question of enforcement. 

The major developments in which is seen the 
essential difference between the present labor situ- 
- ation and that of an earlier period is here briefly 
summarized. 


In 1933 


In this year the launching of the NIRA caused 
a great organizing stir in the ranks of labor. With 
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business and industrial recovery still but a pious 
wish, the index number of strikes about doubled 
in eight months, rising from 21 to 41, and that 
of strikers involved more than trebled, rising 
from 15 to 51. The record of idle man-days re- 
sulting from strikes was about midway of the 
preceding indexes of increase. NRA authorities 
intervened rapidly and often effectively. 

The total reaction within labor was divided into 
three main categories. Unorganized workers in 
the industries where business had started on its 
move upward, were anxious to organize. Of the 
existing unions, only a small group of .all-time 
activists utilized the new element in the situation 
and made the most of the opportunities offered by 
the law. The greater number of the existing 
unions took, willingly enough, what came their 
way, in improvement of conditions and in added 
membership, but on the whole remained in- 
active and somewhat annoyed by the turn of events 
along unfamiliar roads. 


In 1934 


Recovery still remained largely confined to con- 
sumer commodity industries and distributive busi- 
nesses. The employers got over their scare and 
began to offer resistance to ‘‘regimentation”. The 
standpat majority of organized labor failed to 
utilize the potentialities of the NIRA and. thus 
having weakened the government’s position in the 
set-up, it created the basis for the employers and 
business’ more arrogant attacks on “labor infla- 
tion”. While a minority of the trade unions were 
capitalizing, to the full extent possible, on the 
chances opened to the workers under the legis- 
lative and administrative innovations of the 
NIRA, the efforts of the unorganized to achieve 
organization were being frustrated. The num- 
ber of strikes in 1934 rose 20 per cent over that 
of 1933, and the number of participants rose 30 
per cent, but the results were practically nil in 
terms of unionization. 

The American Federation of Labor demoral- 
ized the widespread and active movement of the 
federal locals by insisting on scattering the new 
multitudes striving to organize on an industry- 
wide basis among the antiquated and ineffectual 
craft unions. A great movement in the steel in- 
dustry was paralyzed by an inactive union hostile 
to growth. The textile strike, an outstanding 
development of the year, failed to bring results. 

If in the preceding years, great numbers of 
workers under the impact of New Deal friendli- 
ness were led to think that chiseling and anti- 
union employers were bad but “the law” was 
all to the good, 1934: added disillusionment with 
the NRA to their political education. Simulta- 
neously there developed a dissatisfaction, rapidly 
becoming articulate, with the functioning trade 
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union leadership and the form of organization 
for which it stood. 


In 1935 


Even before the NIRA was invalidated by 
the Supreme Court, the institution had grown in- 
effectual in regard to being of help to labor. The 
strike movement slightly receded with regard to 
the numbers of participants. The capital goods in- 
dustries began to move forward. ‘Ihe time was 
ripe for organization drives in the mass produc- 
tion industries but extant leadership was not ripe. 
or perhaps it was overripe, for action. 

The situation came to a head in the convention 
of the A. F. of L. in the late fall of the year, 
and subsequently in the formation of the Commit- 
tee for Industrial Organization, headed by John 
L. Lewis, president of the miners, and Charles 
P. Howard, typographical workers’ president. 


In 1936 


The following year the number of strikes con- 
tinued to rise and the number of workers involved 
rose some 20 per cent over that of 1935. Settle- 
ments, with but few exceptions, continued to be 
achieved with comparitively little loss of time. 
But new organizing drives met with determined 
resistance. 

A new feature of 1935 strike movements was 
the entry of the CIO upon the scene in the radio, 
rubber, glass, and automobile industries. Ener- 
getic. prosecution of the strikes, centralized leader- 
ship, and concentration of considerable financial 
resources, were characteristic. of these strike de- 
velopments, but by far more significant was the 
emergence of a new general strike strategy, ap- 
plied for the first time. The logic and the force 
of the strategy, sometimes referred to as an at- 
tack at the bottlenecks of industry, and developed 
by John L. Lewis and his associates, is that it pat- 
terns the labor movement on the intricate relation- 
ship as it actually exists, and motivates large 
scale industry with its interlocking controls. 

Thus a strike in a plate glass factory, or in a 
steel plant, becomes related to the automobile 
industry insofar as the latter needs the materials 
bound up by strike action. The automobile in- 
dustry is affected, in fact is tied up, by pressure 
on its feeders or tributaries, and concerted action 
is possible without resorting to the slow and cum- 
bersome process of calling very large numbers of 
workers on strike. Concentration on the “bottle 
neck” of an industry, often directly involving but 
a limited number of unionists, indirectly involves 
‘many times that number of workers. 

But while applying this bottle neck strategy, the 
CIO leadership has been placing a high value upon 
the method of careful preliminary preparation of 
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the large numbers of workers in the respective 
industry, before strike action is taken. The or- 
ganizing drive in the steel industry is probably 
the most carefully laid out and conducted unioniz- 
ing campaign ever effected in the United States. 
Strikes are not only not encouraged, but are actu- 
ally frowned upon, and will be, until the union 
achieves a mass adherence in the steel plants. 

And along with this careful, conservative ap- 
proach to the organizing issue goes such an ex- 
tremely unorthodox attitude as the CIO has shown 
in its invasion of the hitherto taboo area of com- 
pany unionism. In consequence, the union has in 
a great many cases won over to its own ends the 
machinery set up by the management to oppose 
the unionization of the workers. 


3. THE STRIKER IN THE LIFE OF THE NATION 
E HAVE examined the figures of the cur- 


rent strike wave in comparison with the 
intensive strike period of 1916-1920. The differ- 
ence between the present strike tide and the strikes 
of old is largely due to the politically different en- 
vironment in which the present strikes proceed. 
It is different both industrially and politically. 

Without attempting to consider here the basic 
why’s and wherefore’s of the labor-slant of the 
Roosevelt Administration, the resultant difference 
insofar as the workers strike movement are con- 
cerned may be cursorily sketched in a comparison 
of two hypothetical strikers, one of 1919 and the 
other of 1937. 

The Striker of 1919, whether he was a member 
of an existing union or joining in a spontaneuos. 
movement without a functioning organization back 
of him, proceeded on the theory that the strike 
was a conflict between him as an employee and 
the employer for whom he worked. He took it 
for granted that the success or failure of his strike 
was to be determined by the extent of the power 
his organization possessed as compared with the 
strength of the other side. If a go-between or- 
ganization such as a government mediation board 
or a quasi-public body intervened for peace, that 
was acceptable, if it showed possibilities of being 
of help. Outside of the exceptional situation dur- 
ing the war, when the government was practically 
the employer, if only indirectly, of most labor, 
governmental intervention habitually came at the 
behest of employers, and served chiefly to liquidate 
strikes with as little consideration for labor as 
seemed possible to get by. On the whole, the 
intervention of the state into industrial disputes 
was largely incidental, being one of a policing na- 
ture at most and bore no direct or constitutional 
relation to the strike movement as such. 

The Striker of 1937 is, of course, like his 1919 
predecessor, in that he is out to improve his con- 
ditions of work, earnings, and status on the job. 
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But as he fights for union reocgnition and his 
right to engage in collective bargaining through 
his chosen union, he views his movement as a part 
of a larger scheme of things in which labor func- 
tions as the very cornerstone of the nation’s econ- 
omic stability. ‘The 1937 striker considers himself 
of sufficient importance to the nation to demand 
that the state take action as soon as it becomes 
evident that he may not secure the results he 
seeks solely by economic endeavor. He proceeds 
from a theory, rooted in the total experience of 
the depression, that the nation’s prosperity and its 
efforts at recovery depend upon the purchasing 
power at the workers’ disposal. He is convinced, 
and he makes no secret of it, that recovery from 


depression is jeopardized by the employer’s re- ' 


sistance to his demands, -and he consequently in- 
sists that it is the business of the law to give the 
worker protection against an employer’s anti-social 
course. The 1937 striker is no longer satisfied 
with the offers of mediation which in former days 
were the most that the Department of Labor 
could bring to bear upon a strike situation. He 
now demands, or at least he expects, that the law 
will intervene positively, on his behalf, and he is 
becoming convinced that political action on his 
part is a needed supplementation of industrial 
union action. 

The discernible logic of the trade union move- 
ment, at least insofar as its activist C. 1. O. part is 
concerned, is that labor moves toward power. It 
seeks to do so not as an isolated unit in the nation 
but as an integral part of it. It is this outlook 
of the C. I. O. that has the greatest appeal to 
growing numbers of American workers. 
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HE entire French press—from extreme right to ex- 

treme left—devotes considerable space to discussion 
on Andre Gide’s latest book, “Return from the U.S.S.R.’’* 
In this new volume, which for the benefit of the masses of- 
fers first-hand impressions of a prolonged tour in the Soviet 
Republics, Gide deliberately presents his exciting material 
in terms of direct reportage. 

Several years ago Gide wrote: “I always moved straight 
ahead, but now I march toward a goal.” That goal was 
the communist land of promise which beckoned to him 
as the fulfillment of a grand prophecy. And now that 
Andre Gide went to Russia in a believing state of mind, 
ready to accept all the good and evil in their inevitable 
contexture, what does he say on his return? ‘I doubt 
whether one can find any other country, including Hitler’s 
Germany, where the spiritual life is less free, more sub- 
servient, more terrorized, more servile.” 

What seems to have sickened Gide most in Russia was 
the complete paralysis of personal independence, whether 
caused (consciously or unconsciously) by a smug self- 
satisfaction; by an apathetic acceptance of what higher 
quarters are willing to grant; or by a flunkeyism growing 
out of fear. He had anticipated finding people in Russia 
quite otherwise. At the burial services for Maxim Gorki 
in Moscow he had still proclaimed to the masses from the 
Red Square: “The future of civilization coincides with 
that of the Soviet Republics. We must defend Soviet 
Russia.” But only a few months later Gide changed his 
tone and deliberately laid himself open to being called a 
yellow turncoat. “I never blinked the fact that rigid 
logical consistency involves the danger of mental dishon- 
esty. If I find I have erred, what better course can I 
pursue than hasten to cry peccavi? I bear responsibility 
toward all those whom my errors may have misled. Per- 
sonal vanity should not hinder me. I possess indeed but 
small measure of amour-propre. Some things are of greater 
importance to me than myself, or even than Soviet Russia: 
humanity, its destiny and its civilization.’”’ Soviet Russia, 
he admits, is still in the making: intermingled light and 
shadow inevitably ensue. “You will discover there both 
good and bad, or rather the best and the worst. . . . It is 
my nature to appraise meticulously those with whom I seek 
complete agreement.” And since Soviet Russia generated 
within him measureless hopes, he ruthlessly applied to his 
love the scalpel of the analyst. 

Andre Gide mentioned his growing perplexity to a well- 
known Russian painter whom he met at a hotel: “Your 
artists toe the line; I said to him, ‘You gag those who 
refuse to abase, or at least to humble, their art... . But 
the very culture you pretend to serve, glorify and defend 
constitutes your shame!’ The painter immediately re- 
torted that my thoughts were bourgeois, and assured me 
that Marxism could produce creative art. He began to 
shout as if mechanically repeating a lesson learned by 
rote. A. short while afterward he came into my room and 
said in a lower tone: ‘Damn it, I know only too well that 
you are right. But what the hell! -Everybody was listen- 
ing to us down there and I’m opening an exhibition of 
my works soon.’ ”’ 

A week after his arrival, Gide prepared to give a talk 
at a meeting of writers and students. “I had been in 


*Retour De L’U.R.S.S. (Return from the U.S.S.R.). 
By Andre Gide. Gallimard, Paris. 125 p. 





RETURN FROM THE U.S. S. R. 


® by A. L. Tendeaux 


Russia only seven days and was eager to pour out my heart. 
I submitted a manuscript copy of my talk to several 
people, only to be in:ormed that it was inadmissable, both 
the line of thought, and the tone were just impossible. 
Everything I wanted to say would be found extremely 
unwelcome.’’ 


Other experiences jolted him in the same way. When 
he passed through Guri, Stalin’s birthplace, he thought it 
appropriate to send a friendly telegram to the Soviet 
leader, couched in these terms: “While making a stop- 
over at Guri in the course of my thrilling journey, I have 
the pleasant duty of sending to your Excellency. .. .’ 
Here the translator came to a dead stop. It seems I 
could not use such language. Apparently “Your Excel- 
lency’ is by no means a sufficient salutation when the 
Excellency happens to be Stalin. It just would not do. 
Something must be added. A general pow-wow imme- 
diately took place to suggest additional terms of address. 
‘You must insert “leader of the proletariat,” or “Prince 
of the People”’.’ ‘No’, I insisted, ‘Stalin stands above 
pettiness of that sort’. But my protests were of no avail. 
I was informed that if I can’t agree to the expanded salu- 
tation, then the telegram will not be sent. I had to 
swallow my rebuff, reflecting sadly that all this helps cre- 
ate a terrifying impassible barrier between Stalin and the 
masses.” (Perhaps at that moment Gide ironically ‘re- 
membered how a century ago his compatriots, out of no 
desire to flatter, affectionately called a proletarian leader 
but a mighty imperialistic potentate, Napoleon Bonaparte, 
by the simple nickname of the Little Corporal.) 


“The Russian citizen must accept what is granted by the 
powers that be or live in total privation. How can one 
choose where no choice is offered? This is true of cul- _ 
tural as well as material affairs. ‘fhe state produces, 
sells, and buys . . . has no competitors. And since there 
can be no competition, why bother about quality? It is 
now taken for granted in Russia that no more than one 
opinion can possibly be held on any subject whatsoever. 
Furthermore, human nature has been so transformed that 
most persons now carry almost instinctively the burden 
of conformity, without even being aware of their hypoc- 
risy. Can these indeed be the persons who brought about 
a Revolution? No! They are merely creatures who are 
devouring its fruits. Every morning Pravda instructs 
them what they may know and think, and how much they 
must believe. .. . Things have come to such a pass that 
when you have spoken to one Russian, you've spoken to 
all the Russians.” For what is the primary function 
of the Soviet press? Systematically it “implants the belief 
that everywhere else in the world people live less happily 
than in Russia.” Both materially and culturally! “Such 
Opinions can be maintained only through a strict shutting 
out of all contact with the outside world.’”” The motives 
behind these isolation tactics are only too obvious: even 
the unsatisfied citizenry may thus rejoice over having 
been spared conjectural miseries worse than those they 
actually suffer. This attitude, which obtains throughout 
Russia, Gide terms the “higher obscurantism’’. Many 
Russians, amongst them intellectuals, greeted with a skep- 
tical smile Gide’s statement that Paris too boasts a subway 
system. Out of sheer sympathy for the French, one of 
them asked in dead earnest whether France enjoys the 
benefit of kindergartens. Another shrugged his shoulders: 
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contemptuously and exclaimed: “Schools? Of course the 
French have them. But they beat the children. The 
French have not yet had their Revolution. . . .” 

In addition to this higher obscurantism, Russia vaunts 
its so-called self-criticism mechanism. “At a distance I 
admired it”, Gide confesses, “and thought it would pro- 
duce excellent results, if employed fairly and honestly. 
But I soon learned that when the criticism went beyond 
mere tale-bearing and rebuke, (the soup is badly 
cooked or the club-room is ill-swept) it became but a 
means of determining whether one has kept on 
the set chax-line. The validity of the chalk-line 
itself must never be questioned. Discussion may only 
clarify whether any act or point-of-view sticks to or 
swerves from the sacred line. But woe to him who dares 
tresspass beyond the imposed limits. Free opinion on 
this side of the boundary—as mucn as you please. But 
anything beyond, is taboo.” Concludes Gide: ‘Nothing 
devitalizes culture more than such thought restrictions.” 

“Self-criticism” of this sort negates the fundamental 
principles and purposes of Revolution. Whence the rise 
in Russia of a hierarchy of self-satisfied big-wigs resembling 
in every detail a petite bourgeoisie. ‘This petit bourgeois 
element evolving in Russia seems to me essentially counter- 
revolutionary, while what is decried by that name really 
carries within it the true seed of revolution. The feelings 
which stirred the hearts of the early revolutionaries now 
appear unpleasant, superfluous. Today you must agree to 
knuckle under, and moreover must do it enthusiastically.” 

Andre Gide minces no words when investigating pos- 
sibilities of a new culture under Russian intellectual condi- 
tions. “I always held that a writer’s value stems from 
the ferment of rebellion which seethes within him. What 
then of the artist who has nothing to fight?” This prob- 
lem, which puzzled Gide before he came to Russia, he 
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took for granted that the Soviet somehow solved. But 
his first contacts with Russian authors only led to new 
difficulties. Everywhere on every occasion he heard: “We 
must create an art immediately understandable by all.” 
At this pronouncement Gide grew indignant: ‘The most 
perfect works of art, even those which later enjoyed 
a originally appealed only to an elite.... Judged 
y standards of. popularity, a Beethoven in present-day 
Russia would have been liquidated out of the Soviet cul- 
tural world.” 

Gide arrived in Russia in time to witness the height of 
the tempest raging over formalism in art. “I tried to dis- 
cover what they meant by this term,” he writes. “I gather- 
ed that formalism pigeon-holes any artist who puts a 
higher price on form than content—I hasten to confess, I 
find it hard to talk of these two notions, manner and 
matter, without smiling. But perhaps I should do better 
to weep over this absurd divorce of ideas upon which 
their criticism rests. The distinction possesses political 
value? Quite likely. But then, don’t prate of civilization!” 
Shortly afterwards, he went to Tiflis, where he viewed the 
exhibition of modern artists. True, that in Tiflis he found 
no formalism. “Commands from above can send unde- 
sirable elements scurrying even in art, no matter if these 
elements be basic to art.” However, “Russia never ex- 
celled in the plastic arts.” Hence Gide chose to confine 
his remarks to literature, where Russia took a front rank 
generations ago. Dostoyevski, he found, remains entirely 
unread. Is this due to genuine indifference on the part 
of youth, or to a deliberately planned conditioning? Hard 
to say. Minds have become so standardized that no sharp 
line delimits political pressure from individual tendency. 
“I feel that young Russians would be amazed to hear— 
would deny with vehemence—that their thought is not 
free.” But what tippler admits his drunkenness? 

“Even the raffines in the general public never hail the 
new, the defiant, the disturbing in art; they enthuse only 
over the familiar. Banality emerges as the ideal. The 
old bourgeois conventionality exactly parallels contem- 
porary revolutionary diehardism. ... Russians forget that 
the intrinsic virtue of a work of art, the quality that wins 
its eternity, emanates not from the conventional values it 
embodies—let the traditional standards of excellence be 
the soundest and most consummate possible—but from the 
challenge it flings at the future, the startling questions it 
asks and answers for the first time. I fear that much of 
the art conceived in immaculate Marxism which today en- 
joys a vogue will mortally bore generations to come. The 
truly significant creative efforts will shake off the check- 
reins of tradition. When Revolution triumphs and strikes 
roots, a danger as terrible as that inherent in the most 
tyrannical fascist regime lies in wait for art: the stumbling 
block of orthodoxy. An art cramped by orthodoxy must 
collapse. The morass of conformism sucks it down. Revo- 
lution victorious really implies the obligation to provide 
freedom for the artist. Without it art grows flat, effete, 
worthless. Abraham Lincoln’s death inspired Walt Whit- 
man to write one of his most delightful songs. But had 
he been forced to compose it on command, according to a 
prescribed pattern, truth and beauty would have left him 
in the lurch. Or rather: Whitman would net have been 
able to produce the goods. Since the public lavishes a 
plause, and rewards only what it freed owe maar ienth. 
and likes, (i.e., conformism), the following thought makes 
me uneasy: perhaps even today in Russia some genius lan- 
guishes in obscurity, a Baudelaire, a Keats, a Rimbaud, 
whose voice cannot be heard just because of his own su- 
preme value. Yet he is the man who really looms impor- 
tant, for the unknowns of today, such as Keats, Baudelaire, 
Rimbaud and even Stendhal, tomorrow tower head and 
shoulders above all the others.” 

Was Andre Gide actually so naive as not to suspect 
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some of these things before he went to Russia? In any 
case he pursues his present course courageously, following 
the dictates of his conscience, without fear of the gu’en 
dira-t-on of his enemies and the disillusionment of his 
friends. He refuses to hold his tongue. 


JEW AND THE UNIVERSE 
® by Milton Steinberg 


ABBINIC literature has always reverenced intellectual 

acumen. It speaks with pleased pride of those rabbis 
who could lay hold of two mountains of logic and grind 
them to dust against each other. It revelled in the achieve- 
ment of an ancient scholar who could prove with an hun- 
dred and fifty arguments that that which Scripture declared 
impure could on the basis of Scripture itself be declared 
clean. And yet it exhibited a healthy caution in accepting 
the conclusions of excessively acute argumentation. Thus, 
in at least one instance, the legal tradition refused to fol- 
low the conclusions reached by the most scintillating logi- 
cian of his age. As the Talmud once put it, there was 
always the danger L’fum hurpha shabeshta, “in proportion 
to the brilliance is the error.” This ancient note of warn- 
ing is especially applicable to one of the most brilliant 
books by a Jew which has appeared in our day. 

“The Jew and the Universe”* by Rabbi Solomon Gold- 
man can truthfully be described as breath-taking. It is 
majestic in the problems with which it is concerned, those 
of ultimate truth concerning the universe and fnan, and 
the method by which it is to be attained. It is heroic in 
the boldness of its solutions to these questions. Its style 
flames with passion and moves with the power of an 
intellectual avalanche. It reveals a truly gigantic scholar- 
ship, at once varied and profound. From time to time it 
throws a sharp and penetrating light that uncovers truths 
normally unrecognized. Such instances of unusually keen 
insight are too numerous to be exhibited in detail. By 
way of random illustration, the reader is referred to the 
passages (on pages 47 and 48) wherein Rabbi Goldman 
dramatically demonstrates how completely Spinoza echoed 
the older Judaism against which he was professedly in re- 
bellion; or again, the argumentation (beginning page 144) 
which reveals how thoroughly the most emancipated meta- 
physicians were enslaved to the Anschauungen of their 
traditional cultures. And yet for all its boldness and 
courage, for all the power of its style, for all its erudition 
and for all its acumen, “The Jew and the Universe” can- 
not be pronounced as a complete success in persuasion. It 
is a valiant effort to eee und a series of theses which are 
in some cases individually indefensible and which in their 
unity remain unconvincing. 

The case which Rabbi Goldman advances is briefly the 
following. There are, he contends, two methods of ap- 
proach to the problems of the universe and of man’s place 
in it. The first of these is the method of logic and reason, 
exhibited at its best in the physical sciences and metaphys- 
ics. The second is the avenue of intuition. Reason, 
whether empirical or rationalistic, has been a total failure. 
The concepts with which the logician deals are not reality 
and have little in common with it. The elaborate philo- 
sophical systems which great metaphysicians have erected 
prove on examination to be only refined and schematized 
formulations of folk ange ye Worst of all, philosphy 
and science after millennia of effort have failed to establish 
a single proposition of indisputable certitude concerning 
either the nature of the universe or the ethical life of man. 
On the other hand, the Jewish approach to truth has always 
been the intuitive, the better and wiser method, At the 


* The Jew and the Universe by Rabbi Solomon Goldman. 
Harper and Brothers, 1936. $2.50. 
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end of his argument, Rabbi Goldman admits that reason 
has its role in the scheme of things, but it is one of secon- 
dary importance. Valid insights into the universe are 
attained essentially through intuition, even the most rational 
metaphysician being an intuitionist or traditionalist at the 
core. The function of reason is to prevent intuition from 
running wild. It is a check upon the vagaries of the direct 
approach to truth. In Moses Maimonides in whom most 
have seen the rationalist, Rabbi Goldman perceives the 
Jewish intuitionist. A large part of his book is devoted 
to the demonstration of this interpretation. Our author de- 
fends to the full the essential Jewishness of Maimonides 
and his ultimate reliance upon intuition. Indeed, Dr. 
Goldman finds in Maimonides a superb illustration of the 
proper balance between intuition and critical reason. 

It is difficult in a review of this length to do justice to 
either the virtues of Rabbi Goldman’s argumentation, or to 
those failings in it which have wrung from this reviewer 
a reluctant judgment ultimately negative. At best, 
a few of the most central criticisms can be briefly 
indicated. 

In the first place, what does Rabbi Goldman mean by 
intuition? All of us know with fair accuracy what the 
scientific method is, what logic, both inductive and con- 
ductive, consists in. One term of the contrasting pair is 
clear to us. But what does our author understand by the 
word intuition? As normally used, that word may mean 
anything from the blind emotional hunch of the untutored 
to the sympathetic insight into inmost realities of a Berg- 
son. Dr. Goldman, however, as an anti-intellectualist stoops 
nowhere to define one of his two central terms. He uses 
the word intuition to mean now anti-intellectualism, now 
traditonalism, now an organic approach to the universe, 
and now a method of attaining truth through personality. 
Dr. Goldman, to be sure, has little confidence in the mean- 
ing and significance of definitions. But without some 
clarifications of a concept so central to his thinking, the 
reader is left in the embarrassing position of not being 
entirely sure about what his author is talking. 

What is more, if, as’ Dr. Goldman insists, all truth 
must ultimately be derived from intuition, how shall we 
choose between varying and conflicting intuitions? By 
the use of reason, as Rabbi Goldman finally suggests? But 
then we have been assured that reason cannot be relied upon. 
It is not our author alone who has been guilty of this 
particular contradiction. The same inconsistency lies be- 
neath the thought of all anti-intellectualists, from the Greek 
sceptics to Bergson. One uses reason to demonstrate that 
reason is unusable, and then ultimately falls back on reason, 
faute de mieux. 

Is it so certain that the Jewish method is that of intui- 
tion? Our author argues to that purpose from the absence 
of the rationalist approach in the Bible and Talmud. The 
very fact that metaphysics plays so little part in authentic 
Jewish literature seems to Dr. Goldman to prove his case. 
But does it? May not the unconcern with metaphysics 
which marks Jewish tradition spring rather from the fact 
that the ancient Jew possessed an authoritative revelation? 
It was not necessary for him to speculate logically on the 
nature of God or on ethical theory when he had the an- 
swers to his questions in advance. It is just as likely that 
the belief in revelation was responsible for the non-ration- 
alist character of Jewish tradition as that there is something 
inherently intuitive in the Jewish ape Indeed, it 
appears more likely when one recalls that metaphysics did 


appear in Jewish life whenever there was a challenge to 
th fact of rvelation or to its essential content. 

And even granting that the Jewish character is essentially 
intuitionist, why is it so? Does Dr. Goldman believe that 
there is something in the Jewish bloodstream which makes 
He denies 


Jewish intuitionists rather than rationalists? 
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that proposition explicitly, and yet hints at it in a passing 
phrase in which he speaks of Bergson and Samuel Alex- 
ander as possessing of Judaism “only what the bloodstream 
can carry.” But if intuitionism be not a matter of biologic 
inheritance, how then shall we account for the strange ap- 
titude for it which Dr. Goldman would have us believe 
Jews have always exhibited. 

And is it so certain that Jews are completely intuition- 
ists while Greeks are predominantly rationalists? Dr. 
Goldman admits explicitly that some ancient Greeks have 


been intuitionists and that some Jews have been rationalists. 
He knows, for example, that Spinoza was as completely a 
rationalist as any philosopher in the modern world, that 
such traditionalism and intuitionism as Spinoza manifested 
loom no larger in his system than their analogues in that 
of Kant. But if there be this over-lapping, why this pas- 
sion to insist that the over-lapping is illegitimate? 

The fact of the matter is that Dr. Goldman has fallen 
into the very fallacy to which he objects. He protests 
against the scientific method, that it tries to catch a turbu- 
lent reality in neat concepts. He insists that the world as 
we experience it is too unruly to be fitted into a concise 
framework of logic. And yet in his own way that is exactly 
what Dr. Goldman himself has done. He has prepared 
tidy procrustean beds, one for the Jew, the intuitionist 
bed, and one for the Hellenic tradition, the rationalist bed. 
Into these logically ordered beds he tries to cram the two 
traditions. Unfortunately, for all his efforts, limbs and 
bedclothes alike pour over the edges. 

This argument which denies some of the central theses of 
“The Jew and the Universe” is no denial of the value of the 
work. Among its outstanding virtues are not only those 
which have been listed above, but also this, that it em- 
phasizes the centrality of the human personality in the 
formulation of a scheme of things. Perhaps the place of 
a book such as this can best be described by analogy. It 
is all like a brilliant display of pyrotechnics. Individual 
explosions throw light and color on areas which would 
otherwise remain dark. The total effect, however, is not 
sustained clarity of insight. 
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DRAMA 


THE ETERNAL ROAD. Manhattan Opera House, New 
York. Play by Franz Werfel. Translated from the Ger- 
man by Ludwig Lewisohn. Music by Kurt Weil. Di- 
rected by Max Reinhardt. 


I MIGHT as. well say without any diplomatic beating 
about the bush that I found ‘The Eternal Road” pain- 
fully disappointing. Much of the praise received by the 
production is merited. The stage sets are magnificent; the 
music by Kurt Weil has real power; there are moments 
of great spectacle with flashes throughout of beauty and 
poignance. Ordinarily one might say that such an assort- 
ment of virtues is quite enough; it is surely quite enough 
(possibly more than enough) for the detached spectator 
who witnesses a frequently brilliant, and always “colossal” 
Bible pageant. It is very far from enough for any person 
who hoped that a drama on a Jewish theme written by 
Franz Werfel, directed by Max Reinhardt, and produced 
in the era of asitler, would be not merely staggering spec- 
tacle but great tragedy. 

Werfel’s play, as everybody by now knows, takes place 
in a synagogue during a time of persecution. As the con- 
gregation, about to be exiled, gathers in terror, it sees the 
history of Israel enacted upon the upper stages which are 
the tour de force of the production. The rabbi bids his 
despairing flock ‘to remember.” After a night of “remem- 
bering” practically everything that happened to the Jews 
from the time of Abraham to the destruction of the Temple, 
the modern victims of oppression march out into exile 
presumably fortified by a contemplation of their manifold 
past, and their Messianic hope for the future. 

The text furnished by Werfel is feeble. It is strongest 
in the synagogue scene with its diversity of Jewish types— 
the stranger, the timid one, the sceptic, the believer. It is 
weakest in the Biblical episodes which neither singly nor 
in unison profit from werfel’s rewriting. Though the re- 
lation between the problems of the aw? and the problems 
of the present is successfully stressed—for instance, in the 
scene where Ruth is watched by the blond gentile girl who 
has followed her Jewish lover into the synagogue—the 
mere establishment of this relationship does not justify the 
uninspired resume of Biblical history which Werfel vouch- 
safes. After all, the identification of a non-Jewish bride 
with Ruth, or of a contemporary persecutor with Pharaoh, 
is by now so commonplace as to be almost automatic. 

There are only two valid reasons for venturing to tell 
again what has been so supremely told. Either the writer 
has a fresh illuminating conception for his ancient theme 
—Thomas Mann's “Joseph and His Brethren” is a case in 
point—or, in the case of a play, the director is capable of 
an imaginative treatment which welds and recreates the 
text. 

Essentially, Werfel’s play is a libretto—a libretto which 
though lacking in power has pathos and dignity. What 
has been Reinhardt’s contribution? Through extraordinary 
lapses of taste in individual episodes as well as through 
a fundamentally false approach to the whole, he has vul- 
garized and sugar-coated the original text which at least had 
the virtue of a grave simplicity. No one can underestimate 
the difficulty of Reinhardt’s problem. He had to show the 
heavens opening and the angels of the Lord walking on 
earth with the patriarchal figures of the Old Testament. 
He might have sought refuge in the wilful naivete of 
“Green Pastures” which reduced the Almighty to the scale 
of anthropomorphic Negro piety. Instead he chose the 
vastly more difficult task of presenting the figures in- 
volved in their full magnitude. And it is here that the 
inadequacy of the production becomes apparent. The stage 
sets of Norman Bel Geddes have real religious transport. 
They have sweep and space, but the cellophane angels who 
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sect on the heavenly stairs are glorified rather than 
glorious. Throughout one is conscious of a Hollywood 
tendency to interpret grandeur in terms of the grandiose. 
There is a constant straining for irrelevant effects which 
vitiates the emotional strength of the whole. The pageant 
of the Jews in Egypt makes a very charming picture. The 
Jewish slaves and their task-masters, all attired in delicate 
pastels, are a mild, pleasant sight. This prettification of 
what should be the ultimate symbol of anguish for the 
watchers in the syngagoue below, is inexcusable. And 
episode after episode is marred by this fundamental in- 
capacity to approximate the greatness of the theme, as 
well as by plain bad acting. The sight of Abraham run- 
ning to the altar with a squealing Isaac is harrowing instead 
of awe-inspiring. It should not be shown unless either the 
acting or the direction could transform this into a sacrifice 
at once terrible and sublime. When the jubilant ‘For, lo, 
the winter is past’’ is dismally wailed by the expiring 
Rachel, one is amazed at the ineptness of this misplaced 
realism. Furthermore, some of the lyrics which have been 
introduced are on the literary level of musical comedy 
verse. 

As for the Jews in the synagogue, they, too, with a few 
exceptions have been cheapened largely through amateurish 
acting. In the Werfel play, the figures in the synagogue 
are grave, decorous and impersonal; they are tragic types 
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effective through their very impersonality. In the Rein- 
hardt production they have degenerated into comic, snivel- 
ling or pathetic individuals whose Jewishness expresses 
itself in the affectation of so-called ‘Jewish’ mannerisms 
and gestures. At a crucial moment, such as the return of the 
wounded intercessor, the note struck is that of hysteria 
instead of tragedy. It is “Eli, Eli” instead of “Kol 
Nidre.” The much praised child who clamors for the 
Messiah, recites his lines with all the gusto. of a Bar 
Mitzvah oration. The comic relief provided by the chil- 
dren’s song and dance about Goliath, is cute and jolly, but 
wholly out of place. 

The many excellent things in the production—Kurt 
Weil's music, Sam Jaffe’s acting, the “Voice of God”, the 
haunting beauty of isolated moments such as the feast of 
Joseph and his brethren, or the angels grouped about the 
dying Moses—cannot compensate for the absence of a 
sustained, unified mood. The production suffers from its 
excess of riches as well as from its deficiencies. There is 
too much of everything; too great a medley of color, 
dancing, singing and incident. This superabundance not 
only becomes monotonous, but destroys the artistic and 
emotional integrity of the play. Greater austerity would 
perhaps have given us, not a Biblical revue, but the great 
national drama for which we hoped. 

MARIE SYRKIN 


CHRONICLES OF THE MONTH 








|. PALESTINE 


@ by Daniel Fineman 


FFICIALLY, Arab terrorism in Palestine ended last 
November and on January 21st the last of the British 
Investigating Commissioners hones the country. But 
six months of daily attack on the Yishuv and two months 
of presenting evidence before the visiting Commission left 
aftermaths which continue to agitate Palestinian life. 

As yet peace is nowhere in sight. Jewish forebearance 
has produced no counterpart of amicable understanding 
among the Arabs. Vandalism and hooliganism still run 
rampant, scarring the Jewish population particularly. In 
the Old City of Jerusalem two Jewish merchants were about 
to enter their shop for the day when an Arab hurled vitriol 
at their eyes, causing horrible burns on their faces. And 
Jewish residents in Tiberias had their homes fired on. 
Not only individuals but communities also are still being 
pounced on at every opportunity. Twice in one week 
vandals gained entry to a grove in Kfar Hahoresh (a Jew- 
ish cooperative in Emek Hefer) and uprooted more than 
two hundred pear trees. Confreres intent upon like de- 
struction poured fusillades into the Sedjera colony. And 
while working in the fields, settlers of Beth Alpha were 
shot at by Bedouins. 

Much of the violenf®, however, is downright brigan- 
dage. Prowling bands held up cameleers on byways near 
the coast; and in the Druze village on Mt. Carmel and 
on the hills near Safed robbed shepherds of their sheep. 
Nightly Christian Arabs walking. through Jaffa on 
their way home from business or appointments are sub- 
jected to hold-ups. These acts of foul play might have 
been expeced as an inevitable consequence of the Arab 
general “strike”. Gangsterism having been lauded as 
“heroic” for some eight months, small wonder that rob- 
bery has become almost second nature with certain sections 
of the —_. In fact, many patrioteers are now in- 
capable of adjusting themselves to any life approaching 





normality. ‘‘Heroes’” making easy money by shooting 
from ambush cannot readily accustom themselves to earn- 
ing a livelihood by dint of honest labor. 

Some of the violence, though, is unmistakably political 
in nature. The open attack upon one prominent Arab 
who is accused of sympathizing with the Jews (he served 
on the reception committee which greeted Chief Rabbi 
Herzog on the latter's arrival in the town) may serve as 
an example. When Hassan Shukri, Mayor of Haifa, ap- 
peared on the city streets, four bullets whistled by his 
head, missing him by a few inches. His assailant, a young 
fanatic, disappeared in the crowd. Similarly illustrative 
is the incident wherein a gang of armed Arabs, (dressed 
in British military uniform) seized hold of four Arab 
workers ee on lands near Tiberias by PICA (Pal- 
estine Jewish Colonization Association), dragged them off 
to a nearby cave, and beat them severely. Investigating 
this attempt at intimidation and other cases of violence, 
Davar reports these new assaults to be merely a prelude— 
a rehearsal for fresh attacks planned against the Jews. By 
way of corroboration, it records that in the Arab press 
there goes on an intensification of anti-Jewish propaganda; 
in the mosques credulous Arabs are misinformed that 
Jews mean to destroy Moslem holy places; Arab masses 
hear at every turn legends that the ‘‘nationalists” have at 
their disposal huge sums of gold. It is common knowledge 
that vast quantities of ammunition are being smuggled into 
the country and that supplies of arms are kept in Ramallah 
and in surrounding districts. Therefore, Davar warns the 
government that it must take due steps to frustrate the 
new plots hatched by “‘patriots’’. And of those preparing the 
slaughter, Davar warns in no uncertain terms; “If you see 
us appeal to the government to circumvent your plan of 
murder, don’t imagine that we are afraid. We demand that 
the government do its duty because above all we want 
peace. . . . You have succeeded in murdering Ungar and 
his babes, and the Jewish nurses of the Arab hospital in 
Jaffa; you have succeeded in filling the country with blood, 
mourning, and desolation;—but you have not succeeded 
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in shaking the determination of the Yishuv and of the 
Jewish people to rebuild its native land. The six months 
of beck ond flame have only added to our spiritual and 
gs strength, and we know what lies ahead of us. 
f the government fails to protect the lives of our women 
and children, Jewish sons and daughters will take care of 
them. Now, as ever, we seck peace. We wish no harm 
to any innocent person. But we say to those who plan 
to kill us: We will know not only how to defend our- 
selves but also, if necessary, how to return blow for blow.” 

Surrounded by such an atmosphere, the Royal Commis- 
sioners concluded their sessions. It is not likely that they 
will offer a report before the end of May; but the inves- 
tigations and testimony presented are already producing a 
few tangible results. Unmistakably the Jewish evidence 
has strengthened the morale of the Yishuv. On the other 
hand, the testimony given by Arab witnesses has excited 
widespread dissatisfaction in the Arab press. Falaestin 
finds the Arab evidence on immigration and land to have 
been woefully inadequate. Al Jamia al Islamia criticizes 
the manner in which Arabs presented their case. Con- 
vinced that the Arab spokesmen made an unfavorable im- 
pression on the Commission, A/ Islamia urges that a spe- 
cial delegation be sent to London “to watch Arab interests 
before the publication of the findings.” Meanwhile, the 
Palestinian government, which is still maintaining its po- 
litical policy of favoring the Arab effendi, has nonetheless 
found room for an additional 100 Jewish workers on the 
Haifa port and has announced that it will no longer employ 
illegally imported Hauranis. Such decisions imply that the 
Jewish presentation of grievances has proven not altogether 
ineffective. 

Said Weizmann on the eve of his departure from Pales- 
tine: “Whatever may be the result of our political struggle, 
Jewish constructive work in Palestine will continue.” And 
it does. The Jewish — has now grown to 410,000. 
The total number o — agricultural colonies amounts 
to 203. In terms of dollars and cents, six months of anti- 
Jewish propaganda and anti-Jewish terrorism have led in 
1936 to a total Jewish investment of $30,000,000: seven- 
teen and a half million in building; seven million in agri- 
culture; six million in industry (exclusive of investment 
in land and commerce). Though Jewish immigration has 
been reduced from 61,854 in 1935 to 36,000 in 1936, 
with a consequent labor shortage, the country has pro- 
gressed both industrially and commercially. In 1935 the 
Jewish citrus industry produced 4,700,000 cases of fruit; 
in 1936, production ran up to 7,750,000. Eretz Israel, 
which already makes its own beer, is about to manufacture 
fountain pens in a factory that has begun operating in 
Ramat-Gan, ten minutes’ ride north of Tel Aviv. The 
Bitzur 23 age (recently founded by Keren Hayesod 
and Histadrut for “expediting public works on hand or 
contemplated”) is constructing a Tel Aviv-Herzelia high- 
way, levelling sand dunes in Kiryat Hayim, putting up 
houses and labor apartment buildings in Tel Aviv (one 
hundred dwellings in North Tel Aviv alone) ; labor houses 
in Kfar Saba, and an apartment house in Ramat Gan. It 
now offers steady employment to 2500 workers. A Jewish 
stone-hewing company founded jointly by the Keren 
Hayesod, the Histadrut Unemployment Fund, and the 
Solel Boneh, has opened up a new industry hitherto mon- 
opolized by Arabs. Its projects promise to supply a source 
of livelihood to about 500 working families. The Pal- 
estine Rural Settlement Association issued debentures for 
a half million dollars—proceeds to be devoted “principally 
to the installation of irrigation systems.” 

And Eretz Israel of 1937 trots out its normal quota of 
celebrations. The most important of these is that of the 
Jewish National Fund, now celebrating its 35th birthday. 
But there are others, too. Colorful ceremonies were held 
in the old Hurveh Synagogue of Jerusalem in order to 
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install Rabbi Isaac Herzog, into the traditional post of 
Chief Rabbi of Palestine. An official reception was ten- 
dered by the Histadrut to a visiting delegation of Par- 
liament members representing the British Independent La- 
bor Party. John McGovern expressed the wish that he 
could “show British rural workers a single kvutza” and 
Campbell Stephen, speaking on behalf of the English dele- 
gation, pledged: “We can Eyres always to stand at your 
side in the great work and Herculean task that you have 
undertaken.” Another visiting body of friends who have 
long stood at the side of the Palestinian workers come in 
the form of an American Jewish trade union delegation— 
represented by Joseph Schlossberg, Secretary-Treasurer of 
the Amalgamated Clothing Workers’ Union, and Jack 
Blume, General-Manager of the Joint Board of the Boston 
Amalagamated; Max Zaritsky, President of the United 
Hatters’ International; Isidore Nagler, General Manager 
of the Joint Board of the Cloak Unions; Samuel Perlmutter 
and Joseph Breslau, Vice-Presidents of the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers; and Reuben Guskin, President 
of the United Hebrew Trades of New York. This group 
of seven came to Eretz Israel on January 7th to obtain 
first-hand information on the Jewish labor situation and 
to see for themselves the progress made in rebuilding the 
Jewish homeland. Immediately after landing in Haifa, the 
visitors were welcomed by the entire labor community and 
were later greeted with song and dance at various cooper- 
atives which they went to visit. The most important 
ceremony they attended was the opening of the new 
memorial forest dedicated to the memory of the Jewish- 
American labor leader,. Abraham Shipliacoff. While par- 
ticipating in the ceremonies, Berl Katzenelson, editor of 
Davar, announced: “With the planting of this tree a tan- 
gible bond has been created between American-Jewish 
labor and the Jewish National Fund.” And Davar called 
the trade union delegation a symbol of “growing fraternal 
relationship between organized Jewish labor in America 
and that of Eretz Israel.” 

Equally symbolic, though on a wes i different plane, is 
the inauguration of the A. D. Gordon memorial. The 
man thus honored hated the cant of elaborate ceremonials 
and before his death importuned his friends to show their 
affection by refraining from official public mourning for at 
least one year. Loyal to Gordon’s sentiments, his comrades 
consistently held out against all proposals to name institu- 
tions for him. They regarded such tributes as a mockery 
of the man they loved. But after thirteen years of re- 
sistance, Gordon’s intimate associates have finally capitu- 
lated. For they discovered a mode of commemoration 
which apparently does not contradict the spirit of A. D. 
Gordon—he who dreamt the philosophy of Am-adam and 
practised the gospel of “return to work and nature”. As 
a memorial to Gordon they opened in D’gania (the co- 
operative in which he worked and where he finally was 
buried) a new type of museum for Natural Sciences. In 
that novel institute for the study of living and growing 
nature—children, youth, and adults will enjoy the oppor- 
tunity of maintaining contact with what was most precious 
in Gordon's life. In accordance with the workers’ tradi- 
tions, the new museum was started on a modest scale. Small 
amounts of money offered by a few friends and contribu- 
tions of a half day’s work by members of adjoining co- 
operatives proved sufficient to open the building. And 
now, flanked by the cooperative school for the workers’ 
children of the Jordan Valley ana by the garden for 
acclimatization of tropical trees named for Dr. Ruppin, 
stands the Natural Science Museum commemorating A. D. 
Gordon. 

Such memorials, celebrations, and scenes of violence, 
as well as those of constructive work, can best be evaluated 
against the background of the new settlers at Tel Amal 
(Hill of Toil). The saga of Tel Amal is that of 120 
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native-born Jewish boys and girls who started to acquire 
experience by hiring themselves out as laborers in Ramat 
Gan. After long days of impatient waiting they finally 
received from the Keren Kayemet (Jewish National Fund) 
a tract of land near Bet Alpha—a district which years ago 
the government had turned over to Arabs only to have it 
returned as worthless. The youngsters felt honor bound 
to demonstrate that they could do something notable with 
that rejected land, and quickly at that. But they had no 
tools. Somehow they secured a loan for two tractors and 
began to plow. They planted a vegetable garden, started 
a tree-nursery, began to work on a fodder patch and set up 
temporary sheds in preparation for permanent settlement. 
However, these achievements did not last long. One day 
during the recent disturbances Arab marauders applied the 
torch and reduced to ashes the handiwork of the young- 
sters. Everything went up in flames; but the Hill of Toil 
did not topple. Throughout the night following the day 
of total destruction, the 120 boys and girls, together with 
the united aid of all settlers in Bet Alpha, worked fever- 
ishly. And by dawn they had erected upon the smouldering 
ruins of their makeshift sheds not mere temporary shelters 
but a row of bullet-proof huts! Arab marauders rubbed 
their eyes in astonishment when they woke in the morning 
to behold that what they had yesterday destroyed now 
stood again, rooted in even more solid foundations. But 
what was miracle to the Arabs, was only part of regular 
work with the 120. For the dogged determination which 
animated those night-working youngsters of Tel Amal to 
build where others had burnt, symbolizes the spirit of the 
entire Yishuv. 


ll. DIASPORA 
®@ by Abraham G. Duker 


HE month of January 1937 will go down in Jewish 

history as a territorialist field-day. A New York den- 
tist got his name in the New York Times through his nego. 
tiations with San Domingo for the admission of no less than 
a million Jews. More attention was focused on the French 
offer of Madagascar, and other colonies for Jewish settle- 
ment. Though the authorities cautioned against placing too 
much hope in this project and never minimized its diff- 
culties, both the Jewish and anti-Semitic press have given it 
decidedly too much attention. Remarks were passed in 
some English newspapers that the Jews did not need Pal- 
estine anymore. Australia came into the limelight through 
the proposal of a British M.P. to open its waste lands to 
Jews and thus solve the Arab problem. Leon Trotzky, too, 
in a lengthy statement, in which he announced his dis- 
appointment in assimilation, repeated, in a more positive 
way, his three year old approval of the territorialist solu- 
tion of the Jewish problem. In the manner of the anti- 


Zionist orthodox rabbinical contemporaries of Herzl, who - 


postponed the return to Palestine till the arrival of the 
Messiah, Trotzky would postpone his territorialist concen- 
tration till after the world revolution. At the same time, 
more countries were closed to Jewish immigration. Mexico 
restricted immigration to capitalists and prospective hus- 
bands of Mexican maidens. South Africa passed the anti- 
immigration laws as a protection against the increase of 
anti-Semitism. Too many Jews spoil the Boer. Sir Neil 
Malcolm, the High Commissioner for Refugees reported 
that 15,000 German Jewish refugess were in a very sad 
plight and that their number was on the increase. 

The Polish government which has recently climbed 
openly aboard the anti-Semitic band-wagon under the 
pressure of increase in the popularity and activities of the 
Naras, is continuing its efforts to advertise itself as the true 
defender of Poland against the Jewish menace. Colonel 
Beck voiced the agreement of his government with Mied- 
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zinski’s statement that Poland could support only half a- 
million Jews and that the other half must emigrate. Slawek, 
the head of the “Colonels” faction within the government 
camp, which has of late lost its influence, tried to regain 
his gp sa by attacking the government as “pro-Jewish”’. 
The desperate situation of the peasants may force the 
government to adapt some more liberal measures in the 
redistribution of land. But there are no indications of any 
changes in its Jewish —. In spite of Skladkowski’s 
promise to maintain public order, attacks against Jews took 
place in Lodz, Milatyn, Oswiecim, Czyzew, Dzialoszyn 
and Wilno. The premier admitted that 348 riots took 
place in 1936 in the Bialystok region alone. The riots in 
the universities are continuing. The limitations of the 
Shechitah is causing havoc in the meat industry. The price 
of this commodity went up and is now beyond the reach of 
the poor. The enforcement of the law is meeting with 
unforeseen technical difficulties. The government is blam- 
ing it on the non-cooperation of the Jews who “are aided 
with foreign money” and is threatening to carry out the 
demand of the Naras that the Shechitah be entirely pro- 
hibited. The authorities made it difficult for the Jews in 
several places to obtain their full quota of meat. The 
number of licenses issued is very small. A Jewish butcher 
deprived of his livelihood committed suicide. A protest 
meeting against the carrying out of the law was prohibited. 
Other recent acts include the prohibition of the entry of 
the Palestinian dailies, the Davar and the Haaretz and the 
refusal to legalize organization of a Committee to aid the 
declassed Jewish butchers. On the other hand the Supreme 
Court decided that the distribution of anti-Semitic leaflets 
was within the law and the Ministry of the Interior per- 
mitted the display of special signs by Christian artisans in 
order to aid the ever-extending boycott. The new territor- 
ialist movement, Freiland was legalized, since it would 
facilitate the emigration solution. It is probably the same 
aim which prompted the authorities to deprive the Jewish 
population of its just share of winter relief. Finally the 
transfer agreement between the Polish government and the 
Jewish Agency was concluded, thus facilitating the aliyah 
of middle class families. The Polish Socialist Party crit- 
icized severly the Bund for its attempt to combine the 
struggle against Fascism with an attack on Zionism. 
Niedzialkowski, the veteran leader of the Polish Socialists, 
declared that Palestine can help to solve the Jewish prob- 
lem in Poland. He expressed his opposition to the emigra- 
tion panaceas and promised to help the Jews in their 
struggle to force the government to carry out its obliga- 
tions to its Jewish citizens. The Zionist organizations of 
Poland decided to support the Leftist parties as the only 
friends of the Jews. 

The Aryan race was enriched by millions of dark hued 
Rassengenossen, since the Moors and the Abyssinians were 
recognized as Aryans by Nazi spokesmen. A battle on the 
cultural front of New Germany was won by Heinz Wiede- 
mann who purified one of the gospels of its Jewish 
contents through deft manipulations of the text in his new 
translation. The news on the Jewish sector is the same. 
Thirty thousand Jews in Berlin applied for winter relief. 
Eighty per cent of the Jewish residents of the Saar left 
since the Nazi occupation of a year ago. The Jewish em- 
ployment bureaus in Berlin were closed by the authorities. 

Roumania, too, is continuing its traditions. It is waging 
a bitter battle against Zionism. The training of Halutzim 
for Palestine is prohibited. Members of the Hashomer 
Haztair have been arrested, and Zionist funds confiscated, 
though King Carol graciously greeted the Conference of the 
Jewish National Fund. Many Jews of the New Roumanian 
territories are still facing the threat of loss of rights of 
residence. 

Italian Fascism is continuing its anti-Jewish course. 
The stubborn Jews of Tripoli were driven back to the 








26 





ghetto or were forced to desecrate the Sabbath in order not 
to spoil the Italian character of an Arab city. Farinacci’s 
articles are still being printed in the Regime Fascista. 
Mussolini’s own organ Popolo d'Italia attacked the Jews 
in a thinly veiled discussion of anti-Semitism in France 
with Blum as its main cause. The plight of Italian Jewry 
can best be gauged from the apolegetics of its assimiliated 
wing. Professor Anselmo Colombo wrote an article prov- 
ing that the Talmud contains prototypes of Fascism, thus 
furnishing additional material for the English column of 
the Freiheit. 

A synagogue was wrecked in Copenhagen by the local 
Danish Nazis. The question of the prohibition of the 
Shechitah is being discussed in Ireland, naturally, for hu- 
mane reasons. Anti-Semitic propaganda is on the increase 
in Portugal. Franco is continuing his mistreatment of the 
Moroccan Jews. Evidently, he considers them on par with 
the Spaniards. The Russian White guards at Harbin, 
Manchukuo, who enjoy the protection of Japan are con- 
tinuing to harass the local Jewish community. The Slovak 
Agrarian Party is conducting regular anti-Jewish propagan- 
da, but the Czechoslovak government overruled the deci- 
sion of a city to prohibit the Shechitah. Its president 
Benes contributed a substantial amount of money for the 
relief of Jewish children in Carpatho-Russia. The Dutch 
government opened free kosher kitchens for needy Jews 
at Amsterdam. The university of that city introduced 
courses in Yiddish literature. The loyalist regime of 
Catalonia is furnishing the Ezra Society of Valencia with 
food for the Jewish refugees. Efforts are made by Anglo- 
Jewish bodies to obtain the consent of the loyalist author- 
ities to permit the departure of German-Jewish refugees 
from Spain where they have the legal status of German 
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citizens in spite of the motives which prompted them to 
leave Germany. 

The last two weeks in December and the month of Janu- 
aty kept American Jewry busy with various conferences 
and conventions. The usual resolutions were adapted by 
the various relief and money raising bodies. A most sig- 
nificant step was taken by the Reform wing of Jewry 
through the resolutions pledging aid to the upbuilding of 
the Jewish National Home in Palestine, adopted by the 
convention of the Union of American Hebrew Congrega- 
tions. Another resolution by the same body called for a 
return to the more traditional forms of synagogue worship. 
The Oneg Shabat and Habdallah ceremony were featured 
prominently and, it is said, for the first time in the 
history of local Reform Jewry at a convention of the New 
York State Federation of Young Folks Temple Leagues of 
the Union, held in New York City on January 10th. Thus 
American Jewry is drawing -closer to a religious-national 
synthesis. The Conference on Jewish Relations, a discus- 
sion body composed largely of academicians and profes- 
sionals and organized several years ago by Professor Morris 
R. Cohen, was recently incorporated with an ambitious 
program of fostering a “better understanding of the posi- 
tion of the Jews in the modern world,” mainly through 
support of research on modern Jewish life. The Eternal 
Road was finally opened. Galician Jewish organizations 
have joined in a separate federation. The Schmeling boy- 
cott is receiving the attention of the public here and in 
Germany. The American Jewish Congress and the Jewish 
Labor Committee are separately launching conferences on 
behalf of Polish Jewry. The Laborites still refuse to join 
the bourgeoise. 
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lil. LABOR IN AMERICA 


HE New Year began momentously with the auto- 

mobile strike. A recital of events quickly shows that 
this is not ‘just another strike”. First of all, it includes a 
group of workers who five years ago were completely un- 
organized. ‘This new organization is in face-to-face con- 
flict with the General Motors Corporation, whose final 
source of control is the Dupont family. The focal point 
of the strike is Flint, Michigan, a one-industry city com- 
pletely dominated by the General Motors Corporation, 
politically as well as economically. The outcome of the 
strike will determine the course of organization in steel, 
the next major industry to be tackled, and in coal, whose 
fate hangs on steel. Finally, in a conflict of such far- 
reaching consequences, we find, as in the railway strikes 
of 1877 and 1894, in the coal strikes of 1897 and 1902, 
in the steel strike of 1919, a test of the content of capitalist 
democracy and a portent of major political and social 
trends. Of the major national strikes enumerated, only 
one occurred during a similar political regime—the an- 
thracite coal strike of 1902 during the incumbency of 
Theodore Roosevelt of trust-busting fame. Even more 
than the 1902 strike, the automobile strike raises the vital 
issue of the role of so-called liberal governments in indus- 
trial warfare. 

Following the refusal of General Motors to bargain 
nationally with the United Automobile Workers’ Union, 
a sit-down strike began in Flint involving 15,000 workers. 
Confronted with this still new technique in a city which 
a year ago hardly knew unionism, the corporation responded 
by organizing the Flint Alliance, a loyal legion headed by 
straw bosses, threatening vilgilante action and inciting to 
violence. As the sit-downers within the plant continued 
their peaceful and orderly occupation, the law was next 
resorted to. But an injunction against the heads of the 
union was _— challenged when it was proven that the 
issuing judge had a large block of stock shares in General 
Motors. And the order to evacuate was never served. 

As the strike spread and involved a number of Michigan 
cities, Governor Murphy, recently elected with labor's help, 
finally succeeded in exacting what purported to be a 
promise of collective bargaining from General Motors. 
The announced “truce” lasted less than a day, for hardly 
had the corporation executives left the conference room 
when they agreed to bargain with the Flint Alliance, the 
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organization they had themselves createa to break the 
union and the strike. But the “betrayed” union had not 
been caught napping. Within a few days over half of the 
210,000 General Motors employees were involved in the 
strike. In the meantime, automobile strikes in plants allied 
with Ford and Plymouth, had been settled, and still later 
a settlement was reached in the glass factories supplying 
these plants. 

President Roosevelt had hardly finished his reference to 
the change in the “moral climate” of the country which 
would mean an era of good feeling participated in by ‘men 
of good will,” when the strike was unceremoniously 
dumped on his lap by John L. Lewis. With characteristic 
suaveness the President temporarily unloaded himself and 
administered what was taken to be a rebuke to Lewis by 
the press which indignantly referred to the “impudence” 
of Lewis’ attempt to collect on the half-million contribu- 
tion of the miners and the support of the C.I.O. in the 
presidential election. The press eagerly gobbled up this 
news and furthermore unearthed out of a university pub- 
lication an “objective” and “scholarly” article by Leo 
Wolman, who had been chairman of the Automobile Labor 
Relations Board, in which he alleged that the union rep- 
resented no greater proportion of the workers than it had 
when he rendered his much-criticized recommendation that 
the various automobile company unions be given propor- 
tional representation along with the bona fide labor or- 
ganization. The change in “moral climate’ in this stage 
of the strike was notable; earlier the press had not com- 
mented too favorably on the uncalled for strike-breaking 
tactics of John L. Frey, head of the Metal Trades Depart- 
ment of the A. F. of L., who insisted that the automobile 
union did not represent the skilled crafts. 

The automobile strike in the past two weeks has en- 
countered an almost universally hostile daily press. The 
New York Times avvarently decided it could not trust the 
accounts of Louis Stark; they despatched a political reporter 























EXPLANATION 


“Haboneh” is a youth magazine serving the general 
Labor Zionist movement in America. It is published by 
the Habonim under the auspices of the Young Poale 
Zion, and not by the League for Labor Palestine as our 
editorial head may, unfortunately, have suggested. 
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to Flint from which have come lurid reports of sit-down 
strikers snging the “Communist Internationale”. The tradi- 
tional editorial calm of the Times has burst under the strain. 
Why, it asks, didn’t the automobile workers call a truly 
nation-wide strike covering all plants, instead of picking 
on General Motors. Since when, one might ask, has the 
New York Times become an advocate of such general 
strikes. Why didn’t the union go to the National Labor 
Relations Board and have that body (which the Times has 
soundly berated and which General Motors has repeatedly 
flaunted) decide whether the union truly represented the 
automobile workers? As to the sit-down strike, it in- 
volves not an economic but a “moral’’ issue. 

The glee of the press was short-lived. As this article 
is being written, Secretary Perkins and the President have 
issued rebukes to Sloan, head of General Motors, for his 
refusal to attend a conference called by the Secretary of 
Labor. There is talk of emergency strike legislation. The 
press and the employers are — anew by the fact that 
the union has not interfered wtih the return of several 
thousand workers. What does it mean—a lull between 
battles? They have not yet bothered to find out whether 
the reopened plants were those affected by the strike and 
in what branches of production men have returned. 

In the pause, one can ask whether it is necessarily and 
in the long run, of value to the labor movement to have 
the President intervene? What is the character of the 
emergency strike legislation now proposed? How would 
it operate in the event of impending strikes in the Spring 
in coal and steel? Long drawn out good-will negotiations 
with governmental agencies before the calling of a strike, 
may, as in steel in 1919, draw the teeth of the strike when 
finally it is called. Or, in the midst of a strike, where the 
workers’ ranks are solid, it may signify in fact the toning 
down of their inevitable victory and its transformation into 
an accomplishment of government agencies anxious to 
preserve industrial peace. In the press of the time and 
in histories, Theodore Roosevelt was given credit for the 
settlement of the strike of 1902. But the miners knew 
it was their solidarity and courage which had won, and out 
of that knowledge they built a permanent union. 

Nothing could more graphically illustrate the “moral 
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climate” in which unions must struggle for existence than 
the disclosures of the LaFollette Civil Liberties Commit- 
tee of the extent and character of industrial espionage. 
These disclosures, more hair-raising than a spy melodrama, 
may soon be stilled if Congress succeeds in killing the 
Committee by voting it no further appropriation or limiting 
it to the measly sum given last year. 

And as to the aid of labor’s “political” friends, Mr. 
Lewis may soon again have reason to say of them as he 
said of the craft unionists in the A. F. of L. in 1934, that 
he had been seduced by their fair words. Does he forget 
that the President met his indignation over the recommen- 
dation of the Wolman labor board that year, by saying 
that he stood back of them? He must have seen or heard 
of the five days before the militaristic inaugural parade, 
the parade of 2000 members of the Workers’ Alliance, 
in protest against the proposed cut in WPA rolls—a protest 
which has gone unheeded. He must have closely watched 
the governmental role in the maritime strike which now has 
been called off on the Eastern coast. 

Nothing with respect to the strike, however, is as sig- 
nificant as the fact that American Labor, as Lewis puts it, 
is “on the march”. This is even more true than it was in 
1933-34 when NRA seemed to lead to the promised land, 
precisely wecause the workers then learned that they 
must march to that land and that no manna would be 
forthcoming from the skies in the interim. If the dis- 
closures of the LaFollette Committee, the attitude of the 
press, the circumlocutions of governmental bodies make 
clear to them the dangers they confront, the millions of 
still unorganized workers cannot but take heart from the 
courage of the automobile strikers. Lost in the news of 
major conflicts and catastrophes of the month, were a 
number of special stories from southern towns telling of 
the rise of Southern workers against the run-away shops 
which have been encouraged by southern governments to 
take rvot there, of the convention of southern tenant farm- 
ers, referred to editorially in another column. There are 
many signs in the air that the day when American labor 
could be classed as passive and middle-class in its outlook 
is over and that we are on the eve of a new era. 


The Workers’ Bank of the Histadrut 


i Labor Zionist groups in the United States: the 
Poale Zion Zeire Zion Party, the League for Labor 
Palestine, the Jewish National Workers’ Alliance and the 
Pioneer Women are preparing to take the next step in 
their cooperation with the Histadrut in Palestine. This 
cooperation is to take the form*of encouraging financial 
investments in the various Histadrut cooperative financial 
institutions. For the present, this cooperation will be lim- 
ted to the Workers’ Bank. With the growth and the ex- 
tention of the various cooperative institutions in Palestine, 
there has developed the conviction among many of the 
friends of the Histadrut that to the present methods of 
financial support as expressed in the form of the Gewerk- 
shaften Campaign or in some of the other fund raising 
undertakings, could be added one other towards satisfying 
the needs for large capital. This conviction has finally 
taken concrete form. 

After a number of conferences and consultations of rep- 
resentatives of the various Labor Zionist groups, a joint 
committee has been formed for the purpose of working out 





@ by Herman Seidel 


plans and organizing a definite effort to obtain funds for 
the Bank Hapoalim (Workers’ Bank) in Tel Aviv. This 
is an important step toward the organization of larger forces 
for further activities by the Histadrut in Palestine. Had 
the Histadrut been merely a Labor Organization in the 
ordinary sense of trade unions, concerned merely with 
regulating hours of labor, standards of wages, and the 
adjustment of relations between employer and employee, 
then the present support or cooperation extended to the 
Histadrut consisting of the creation of public sentiment in 
its favor; of giving it a measure of moral sypport and 
encouragement plus a moderate monetary support, would 
have been sufficient. But the Histadrut is much more than 
just a labor federation. It is a Colonizing Agency. Its 
aims and purposes are of a national and historic scope. The 
Histadrut is engaged in the development of agricultural 
and industrial cooperative activities. It is concerned in the 
upbuilding of a commonwealth based on mutual coopera- 
tion. It is endeavoring to make the productive elements 
independent and self-sufficient by means of the various 
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agricultural, industrial, transportation and distribution co- 
operatives. And for all that, it requires and uses consider- 
able amounts of capital. It is handicapped because of the 
lack of sufficient capital for its work. Funds raised in the 
form of voluntary gift contributions can never supply ade- 
quate amounts. The friends of the Histadrut must be 
made “investment conscious” and encouraged to offer their 
spare funds for the further and more rapid development 
of Eretz Yisrael. The tempo of the work in Palestine 
which has developed during the past three or four years 
must not be permitted to slacken; in fact, every effort must 
be strained to speed up this tempo of the work. 

To accomplish this, good human material and an abun- 
dant supply of capital are required. Palestine has been 
fortunate in the human material that has been reaching its 
shores from the many Jewish communities in the Diaspora. 
The large numbers of Hakshara (training) points scattered 
through central and eastern European countries have con- 
tributed not a little in the preparation of thousands of 
Halutzim (pioneers) who have so whole-heartedly served 
the needs of the country. Whatever lag there is in the 
speed of the development of Jewish Palestine, is not 
caused by any shortage or deficiency in the human material. 
Such lag is caused by the inadequacy of available capital re- 
quired for the work. 

It is true that the Histadrut has displayed remarkable 
foresight and efficiency also in the direction of accumulat- 
ing capital out of even the meager earnings of its mem- 
bers. And in addition to the many cooperative agricultural 
settlements and cooperatives engaged in the purchasing of 
commodities and their distribution, the Histadrut has also 
built up a number of financial institutions. In fact, it has 
done an unusually good job in this direction . Considering 
the circumstances and the sources of income of the Histadrut 
membership, the attainments are amazing. Institutions like 
the Bank Hapoalim, Nir and the Savings and Loan Clubs 
control a considerable amount of capital. None of the 
cooperatives could exist without the credits extended to 
them by the Bank Hapoalim. In the short time of its ex- 
istence, Nir has been of considerable help in many agricul- 
tural ventures and has extensively cooperated with the Jew- 
ish National Fund. The Savings and Loan Clubs have been 
utilized successfully in the building of homes in the labor 
settlements. They are fine and useful institutions. The 
Histadrut with its very realistic views on economic and 
colonization problems has proved itself capable of making 
the proper application of capital and in obtaining the most 
use of it. It has its quarrels with capitalism but not with 
capital. Especially such capital as is controlled by its own 
organization and used not for the purpose of exploitation 
but for the further development and improvement of pro- 
duction and living conditions. This is one of the out- 
standing characteristics of the Histadrut. It is _ its 
endeavor to make the labor organization in Palestine as 
nearly self-sufficient as possible. Aneffort in which it has 
largely succeeded—thanks to the many cooperatives, which 
embrace all the needs and requirements for the existence 
of communal life. 


However, with all its energy; with all the unusual 
strength of organizational work; with all its efforts and 
foresight, it cannot do the impossible. It cannot obtain 
sufficient capital for further development out of its own 
ranks. “The handful cannot satisfy the lion, and the pit 
cannot be refilled from its own contents.” This old Tal- 
mudic dictum is as descriptive of the situation today as it 
was when promulgated. 

In order to enable the many Histadrut cooperatives to 
develop properly, sources must be found for capital from 
outside of its own ranks in Palestine. The friends of 


the Histadrut in the Diaspora must join with the His- 
tadrut in this important undertaking. Whatever financial 
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aid is being extended to the various Palestinian undertak- 
ings in general, and the Histadrut in particular, are very 
inadequate at present. It is folly to expect that consider- 
able colonization work can be carried out on the collection 
of gifts as now practiced. The funds that are given to the 
Keren Hayesod, the Keren Kayemeth, and through the 
Gewerkshaften Campaign are insignificant in compati- 
son to the needs. There are even today thousands of 
dunam of land in Palestine immediately available for col- 
lonization, on which thousands of families could be settled 
were the necessary funds available. Colonization as a rule 
is expensive and even with the cooperative methods intro- 
duced by the Histadrut (which brought down the average 
cost per family to less than one half of former estimates) 
it would still take many millions of dollars more to colonize 
the land. It is time that Zionists, generally, and friends 
of Labor Palestine, in particular, become “investment con- 
scious.” One who believes in the aims of the Zionist 
movement should tie up his interests with Eretz Israel in 
a direct manner, and whenever one finds it impossible to 
join in the settlement of Palestine by immgirating into the 
land, he should extend to the land as much of his spare 
funds as possible. It should be either one’s person or one’s 
money. There are many thousands of believers in Zionism 
in the United States who could easily provide the necessary 
capital for the rapid colonization of Palestine. Speed of 
action is more urgent now than ever before. 

Recently the Joint Committee, which is composed of = 
resentatives of the four Labor Zionist groups (the Poale 
Zion Zeire Zion Party, the League for Labor Palestine, the 
Jewish National Workers’ Alliance, and the Pioneer Wom- 
en) has prepared a definite plan to stimulate the investment 
of capital in the Histadrut financial institutions. As already 
stated, for the present, the committee has limited its ac- 
tivities to the Bank Hapoalim. This is the oldest financial 
institution organized by Jewish labor in Palestine—about 
fifteen years ago. It has been a tremenrous factor in the 
successful development of many cooperatives and it is 
indispensable for the continuance of their activities. It has 
been conservatively and efficiently managed. It went through 
several difficult periods without suffering any impairment 
of its capital or assets. It has accumulated a considerable 
reserve fund—according to the latest financial statement: 
the paid-in capital is five hundred thousand pounds; the 
reserve is one hundred thirty-five thousand pounds. It 
has been paying dividends on its capital stock. 

It is the plan of the committee to encourage deposits with 
the Bank Hapoalim, on long terms. The details have been 
worked out with the Bank Hapoalim and are as follows: 


THE PLAN 
The plan as arranged with the Bank Hapoalim is very 
simple: 
We obtain for the Bank deposits on terms of 5 or 10 
years. 


The Bank will pay for the five-year deposit an interest 
rate of 314% per annum and for the 10 year term deposit 
an interest rate of 4% per annum. 

The Bank Hapoalim will issue certificates of deposit in 
denominations jer less than fifty dollars or ten pounds. 

The Bank will in turn lend this money to the various 
coperatives of the Histadrut at an interest rate of approx- 
imately 2% above that which the Bank is paving to the 
depositor. The rate of interest will largely depend on the 
amount of capital we can raise. The larger the amount, 
the lower will be the interest rate that the Bank will be 
able to charge. 

All the transactions with the Bank will have to be carried 
on in terms of the Palestinian pound. Depositors there- 
fore will have to run a certain amount of risk as to possible 
losses due to variations in the exchange. Of course, there 
may be gains as well. The risk, however, is small. In the 
first place, the pound has been fairly stable; then again, the 
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depositors are not compelled to withdraw their money at 
the expiration of the term; they are at liberty to keep their 
money at the Bank Hapoalim and watch for favorable ex- 
change conditions. 

The Bank Hapoalim does not obligate itself to redeem 
these certificates before the expiration of the term. 

We have arranged with the Amalgamated Bank in New 
York to act as transfer agent for these moneys. We advise 
all our committees to draw checks direct on the Amalgama- 
ted Bank which will transfer the money to the Bank Ha- 
poalim and in turn distribute the certificates of deposit to 
the depositors. 

As already mentioned, the smallest amount we can take 
from any single depositor is fifty dollars or ten pounds. 
This sum, however, can be paid in installments of five 
dollars per month. 

It is a simple and very practical plan. It should be 
productive of good results. Such long term deposits in 
the possession of the Bank will be of considerable help 
to the various cooperatives under the control of the His- 
tadrut. This plan offers an opportunity to those who desire 
actually to participate in the practical development of Eretz 
Yisrael. 

To cooperate with the Bank Hapoalim is doubly import- 
ant. It not only provides capital for the further develop- 
ment of Palestine; it provides a national capital—an ac- 
cumulation of individual loans with adequate security be- 
hind them for the furtherance of colonization and rehabilita- 
tion of Palestine in accordance with the program of the 
Histadrut. Such capital fulfills a most important part in 
the pioneering work of the Histadrut. 
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LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE 





LEAGUE APPEALS TO ALL JEWS 


The League has launched a drive for 
membership enrollment which will be 
conducted on a national scale through- 
out the United States and Canada from 
February until May of this year. The 
League calls upon all those who view 
with favor the enterprise of the .{is- 
tadrut in Palestine to join its ranks 
and lend their support to that enter- 
prise. 

Every Jew wishes to see Palestine 
rebuilt on a new foundation of social 
equality and cooperative effort, for the 
redemption of the Jewish people can- 
not be attained merely by re-establish- 
ing a national homeland, unless its 
social and economic structure is trans- 
formed on a basis which will assure 
the individual as well as the group a 
secure existence in a just society. 

This fundamental transformation in 
the life of our people is now being 
wrought by the Labor Zionist move- 
ment in Palestine. The Histadrut, 


which is the organized agency of this 
movement, has in the course of many 
years of hard labor and painful ex- 
perience forged the solution to our 
problems—and that is cooperative and 
collective settlement of Jewish workers 
in town and country. 

The League for Labor Palestine of 
the United States and Canada has been 
founded for the support of this van- 
guard of the homecoming of the Jew- 
ish people—the Histadrut. In the 
present as well as in past moments of 
Jewish national distress, the Histadrut 
has been a source of comfort to the 
suffering masses in Diaspora and a 
tower of strength against our adver- 
saries in Palestine. 

In its present membership campaign, 
the League issues a call to all liberal, 
progressive and labor elements and to 
all youth of the American Jewish com- 
munity, to join its ranks and thereby 
strengthen the position of the Histad- 
rut and with it the Yishuv as a whole. 





Jewish Frontier Subscription 
Campaign in Full Swing 

League chapters and councils all 
over the country are now engaged in a 
drive for new subscriptions to Jewish 
Frontier, and are also preparing Fron- 
tier Second Anniversary Dinners for 
the Frontier Fund. The goal is 10,000 
new subscriptions within a year. The 
Bronx Council, the Hebrew-speaking 
chapters of New York, the chapters of 
Boston, Detroit, Philadelphia, Minne: 
apolis, and Syracuse, are reporting 
good progress. The Frontier dinner in 
New York will be held at the Hotel 
Astor, on Thursday evening, March 
4th. Judge Julian W. Mack is the 
Honorary Chairman of the Committee 
of Sponsors. Dr. Nathan Ratnoff is 
active Chairman, with Abraham Lipton 
and Isidore Scharfman as Co-Chair- 
men. The Frontier dinner in Boston 
will be held on Sunday evening, April 
4th with Hayim Greenberg as guest 
speaker. . . . Rabbi Solomon Goldman 
of Chicago will be the guest speaker 
of the Frontier dinner in Detroit which 
will take place on Sunday, April 18th. 


NEW LEAGUE 
PUBLICATIONS 

A leaflet describing the purpose and 
function of the League has been pub- 
lished recently by the national office. 
It will be distributed free of charge. 
The chapters are requested to place 
their orders immediately. ‘“Cooperat- 
ives and Collectives in Palestine’, by 
Rose N. Stoloff, is being revised by 


the author and will soon be published 
in a second enlarged edition. Abra- 
ham Revusky, author of “Jews in Pal- 
estine” is preparing a booklet on the 
“Histadrut” which will be issued by 
the League in the near future. 


TOURS OF DELEGATES 

In the interest of the Gewerkshaften 
Campaign and the League, — Ba- 
ratz visited Chicago, Detroit, and other 
cities, where he was accorded an en- 
thusiastic reception by the League 
members and general audiences. He is 
now proceeding on his tour through 
Western Canada. . . . Dr. Solomon 
Zemach visited Boston, Springfield, 
Syracuse and other communities where 
he addressed meetings of League chap- 
ters and Gewerwshaften Campaign 
functions, having added new stimulus 
to their work. In the month of Feb- 
ruary, Dr. Zemach will visit Philadel- 
phia, Washington, Pittsburgh, Detroit, 
Toledo and Windsor, and will also 
spend some time in Greater New 
York. . . . Dr. Enzo Sereni has left 
for the West coast where he will 
spend two months. Dr. Nathan Saltz- 
man of Los Angeles is planning Dr. 
Sereni’s tour through the Western 
communities. 





The Eastern Regional 


Conference 

which was held in New York City on 
January 9th and 10th, added new im- 
petus to League activities. Nearly 
100 delegates and guests from many 
cities atended the sessions. The dis- 
cussions brought forth valuable rec- 
ommendations of practical use on the 
form of organization, the type of pro- 
gram, the number of vublications and 
the scope of Palestine projects, which 
the League is to promote in the course 
of the present year. On the whole, 
the Conference succeeded in introduc- 
ing greater unity among our ranks and 
in giving more definite direction to 
our work. 


League Join National 
Conference for Palestine 

The League for Labor Palestine has 
joined the U.P.A. and other organiza- 
tions in sponsoring the National Con- 
ference for Palestine which will be 
held in Washington, D. C., February 
6th and 7th. The League represen- 


tatives to the Conference are: Dr. 
Samuel Wohl, National Chairman; 
Pinchas Cruso, Vice-Chairman; Dr. 


Aleaxnder S. Kohanski, National Sec- 
retary; Mr. Sol Alpher of Washington; 
and Mr. Leon Geiger, Vice-Chairman, 


-Hebrew-speaking Council of the 


League. 


PALESTINE BANK 
HAPOALIM PAYS 
DIVIDENDS 

With the arrival of Mr. Abraham 
Dickenstein from Palestine, the work 
for the Palestine Bank Hapoalim has 
now taken an upturn. Mr. Dicken- 
stein, who is the Credit Manager of 
the Bank, is now on a tour through 
the larger cities in the United States 
and Canada. On his visits in several 
cities in the Eastern region, he sold 
over $3,000 worth of new shares and 
paid dividends to old shareholders. 
The League chapters, notably the 
Washington and Baltimore groups, 
and the Bronx Council, have taken an 
active part in this work. . . . Dr. Her- 
man Seidel of Baltimore, Chairman of 
the Joint Committee for the Bank Ha- 
poalim, and other members of the 
League, have been instrumental in or- 
ganizing local committees to aid Mr. 
Dickenstein. 





on Tuesday Evening 





The League Chapters of Greater New York 
Are Sponsoring a Theatre Party for 


“THE ETERNAL ROAD" 
at the MANHATTAN OPERA HOUSE 


Tickets are available at the office of the League, 1225 Broadway, N. Y. C. 
MUrray Hill 4-0858 


Febuary 23rd 
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THINK ‘The Eternal Road’ is a 
demonstration to make the Jews proud of 


their past, securer of their future. I think it 


WoW WW is sure to bring new realization to the Gentiles. 


“4 STARS . . . It comes first on your list of musts.”— 
BURNS 
MANTLE, 
—Daily News 


GiLBerT GABRIEL, New York American. 





MAX REINHARDT'S 


The ternal *“~Poad 


MANHATTAN OPERA HOUSE 


34th STREET AND EIGHTH AVENUE Wlsconsin 7-4294 


Tickets also at Times Sq. Box Office: S. E. Corner B’way and 43rd St. BR. 9-6610 


For special theatre party arrangements call Miss Dorothy Wolff 


at BRyant 9-6610 


Evenings. 8:30, $1.10 to $4.40 — Wednesday Mat., 85c to $2.20 — Saturday Mat., $1.10 to $2.75 

















